
is crucial for international 
trade, as they are a 
significant barrier to the 
movement of animals 
and their products. The 
research will also bolster 
the manufacturing capacity 
of Africa’s biotechnology 
sector through developing 
new products for 
international distribution.

 
STOCK FARMING
Stock-keeping remains 
the most popular 
agricultural practice 
amongst commercial 
farmers, according to 
a 2014 study by market 
research company MSSA. 
The study, in collaboration 
with Old Mutual, 
Santam and Veeplaas, 
has been undertaken for 
15 consecutive years.
 
REASSESSING  
THE VALUE OF FAT
Sweden recently became 
the first country to 
prescribe a diet high in fat 
and low in carbohydrates. 
The independent Swedish 
Council on Technology 
Assessment in Health Care 
Swedish (SBU) council 
on healthy technology 
assessment was directed 

by the Swedish overnment 
to revise the results of 
more than 16 000 studies 
on eating habits. The 
committee found that all 
aspects of human health 
can be improved with a 
low carbohydrate diet.

Dr Tim Noakes, sport 
scientist at the SA Sport 
Science Insitute, said 
South Africa should follow 
Sweden’s example, as it is 
the only way to put an end 
to the diabetes and obesity 
epidemic in our country. 

CAMERA TRAPS
A project researching 
biodiversity and the effect 
of predators on sheep farms 
in the Laingsburg-Beaufort 
West district of the Karoo 
is using one of the largest 
camera trap surveys ever 
undertaken. A total of 180 
camera stations have been 
set up over 80 000ha. The 
research is being funded by 
the WWF Nedbank Green 
Trust and managed by the 
University of Cape Town’s 
Sustainable Societies Unit 
in its Centre for Social 
Science Research (CSSR).
• Phone  the RPO on  
012 348 1933. Visit 
www.rpo.co.za.

Red meat farmers 
– and those in 
the hides, skins 

and leather industries 
– can look forward to a 
good production year, 
thanks to two significant 
announcements recently. 

The first, of course, is 
that South Africa has 
regained its foot-and-
mouth-free status; from 
14 February, farmers 
were no longer required 
to vaccinate their cattle. 

The second was the 
announcement of new 
requirements for importing 
cattle, sheep and goats 
from Namibia, Botswana, 
Lesotho and Swaziland. 
The new measures, due to 
come into effect on 1 May, 
will help to protect herds 
against controlled diseases.

KEEPING FMD AT BAY
The annual loss to South 
Africa since the country 
lost its foot-and-mouth-
disease-free status three 
years ago is estimated 
at R4 billion. Minister of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Tina Joemat-
Pettersson has directed 
the department to bolster 

bio-security controls to 
ensure that our FMD-
free status is maintained. 
She has also said that 
the maintenance of the 
country’s FMD-free status 
will be a high priority in 
the Agricultural Policy 
Action Plan, now in the 
final stages of consultation, 
before going to the Cabinet.

The RPO thanked the 
Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries 
for its constructive 
engagement on animal 
health issues since 2013.

FARMERS’ HELP ASKED
The Agricultural Research 
Council has been awarded 
an international grant to 
develop two multivalent 
vaccine constructs to 
combat six viral diseases 
that are a particular 
threat to livestock. 
Farmers have been 
urged to participate by 
completing field surveys. 

The six viruses are 
lumpy skin disease, Rift 
Valley fever, sheeppox, 
goatpox, peste des petitis 
ruminants (PPR) and 
African swine fever. 
Five of these are in 
urgent need of 
new or improved 
vaccines. Control 
of these diseases 
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ABOVE:
Research is 

bringing about 
a rethink about 

the value of 
fat in the diet 

– a positive 
development for 
meat producers.
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The restoration 
of SA’s FMD-free 
status, promised 
support from 
DAFF, research 
on vaccines, 
and support for 
a high-fat diet, 
are all positive 
developments.

 DAFF PLEDGES 
 TO PRIORITISE 
 SA’S FMD-FREE 
 STATUS 
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