
• Bush encroachment 
and alien species
Bush encroachment and 
alien species invasion 
result in habitat destruction 
and a reduction in the 
resilience, productivity 
and water-holding 
capacity of rangelands and 
ecosystems. Landowners 
should be committed to 
controlling the invasion 
of woody species.
• Water management
Agriculture utilises 
approximately 75% of the 
rainfall in South Africa.  
Of this, 60% is used by 
natural vegetation, 12%  
by dryland crops and 
3% by irrigation. It is 
imperative that farmers 
put measures in place 
to save water.
• Pollution
To protect the 
environment, it is 
essential to manage waste 
effectively, apply pesticides 
and fertiliser judiciously, 
and control effluent from 
intensive operations 
such as feedlots.
• Animal health 
and well-being
Internationally, the 
humane treatment 
of animals is guided 
by a set of principles 

governing the care 

of livestock on farms, in 
transit, and in sale yards 
and feedlots. Stock farmers 
should be conversant 
with the Animal Diseases 
Act, No. 7 of 2002, and 
the Animal Protection 
Act, No. 71 of 1962. 
• Bio-security and 
disease control
Bio-security involves 
taking proactive measures 
on a permanent or 
temporary basis to 
limit the spread of 
contagious diseases. 
• High-quality products
Access to safe and healthy 
food is a fundamental 
human right endorsed by 
the Constitution of South 
Africa. All concerned in 
the supply chain – farmers, 
processors and retailers 
– have a responsibility 
to ensure that only high- 
quality red meat products 
reach the consumer.

The farmer’s obligations 
in this regard, and in 
all other aspects, were 
contained in the principles 
and measures outlined in 
the code of best practice 
of the Federation of Red 
Meat Producers of South 
Africa, said Van der Ryst.
•	 For	more	information,	
visit	the	RPO’s	website	
at	www.rpo.co.za.

The Federation of 
Red Meat Producers 
of South Africa, 

consisting of the national 
Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation and the 
National Emerging 
Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation, has updated 
its code of best practice.

RPO vice-chairperson 
Koos van der Ryst outlined 
the new code at the RPO’s 
recent national congress 
in Bloemfontein. He 
said that as custodians 
of the land, farmers 
had a responsibility to 
the natural and social 
environment. Moreover, 
consumers increasingly 
expected them to exercise 
this responsibility. 
Although these demands 
were sometimes seen as 
negative by farmers, they 
ultimately contributed 
to environmental 
sustainability, food 
security and social stability 
– all of which helped to 
ensure the profitability 
of the enterprise. 

The new code was 
designed to help farmers 
in this regard, explained 
Van der Ryst. It provided 
principles, self-assessment 
measures and standard 
operating procedures that 
would ensure sustainable 
and profitable red meat 
production in South Africa. 
It also took cognisance of 
the Livestock Development 
Strategy for South Africa 
2006-2015 and the National 
Development Plan 2030. 

Some of the issues 
covered by the 
code include:

• Climate change  
Stock farmers should 
appreciate that higher 
predicted temperatures 
would result in heat  
stress in livestock,  
resulting in lower 
productivity (growth, 
reproduction and 
milk), especially in 
breeds not well-adapted 
to hot weather.

At the same time, 
livestock contributes 
substantially to global 
warming, but this can be 
controlled by the stock 
farmer to an extent by 
introducing best practices.
• Efficiency of production 
If the livestock sector is to 
make a profit and hold its 
own in the marketplace, 
its efficiency of production 
should equal or surpass 
that of its competitors. 
Better use of land and 
resources also has the 
advantage of reducing 
agriculture’s carbon 
and water footprint.
• Biodiversity and 
rangeland management
It is recognised today  
that the sustainable use  
of natural resources 
depends on genetic 
diversity and healthy 
ecosystems. Put another 
way, the healthier 
the rangeland, the 
more productive and 
sustainable livestock 
production will be.
• Fodder supply
Where the potential of 
vegetation resources is 
limited or overgrazed, 
the fodder supply 
should be supported 
by cultivated species.
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