
published; implementation 
takes place next year.

The Animal Health 
Forum (AHF) is of the 
opinion that the process 
is satisfactory. Young 
veterinarians are generally 
positive about community 
service and look forward 
to its implementation, as 
it was felt they would be 
exposed to more areas of 
expertise and a broader 
scope of experience. There 
were some challenges 
regarding implementation 
but these could be 
adjusted as necessary. 

FOOT AND MOUTH 
DISEASE (FMD)
The international 
organisation for animal 
health, the World 
Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE), requested 
that DAFF compile two 
updated reports on South 
Africa’s restored FMD-
free status. The first was 
duly submitted in April, 
and the second is due by 
September. These reports 
have to be finalised before 
the OIE general session in 
May and the meeting of the 
OIE scientific commission 
in October. The department 
is waiting for OIE feedback 
on its first report.

In Limpopo, problems 
remain with cross-border 
movement of livestock 
with Zimbabwe. The 
aim is to strengthen 

the fences as much as 
possible, but the human 
factor remains the greatest 
concern in this area.

Nonetheless, the AHF 
is of the opinion that 
the FMD situation as a 
whole has improved and 
that DAFF is working 
strenuously on the 
individual identification 
system, with a better 
understanding of what 
can and cannot work. 

COMMUNICATION 
AND PROVINCIAL 
AHF STRUCTURES
The issue of 
communication between 
state and private 
veterinarians is to be 
extensively addressed  
at the forthcoming 
Ruminant Veterinary 
Association of South 
Africa (RuVASA) congress. 
The opening session 
of each day will be 
devoted to identifying 
problems, issues and 
solutions in this regard. 

Finally, it is the  
goal of the AHF to  
establish a branch  
in every province.  
Time will therefore 
be devoted at the 
RuVASA congress to 
set these up and find 
representatives willing 
to take this on this task. 
• Phone the RPO on  
012 349 1102/1103 or email 
rpo@lantic.net.  ▪FW

According to a 
representative of 
the Department 

of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries (DAFF), 
the animal diseases 
management plan is now 
called the veterinary 
strategy. This is because the 
public veterinary services 
(PVS) report allowed for 
the identification of needs 
in the broader network 
of veterinary services. 

The veterinary 
strategy was influenced 
by a number of new 
developments under the 
topics of safety, health, 
welfare, policies on disease 
eradication, movement 
control and laboratory 
networks. The intention 
is to have the strategy 
ready by next month. 

Because this is the first 
veterinary strategy 
compiled in South Africa, 
the consultation process 
will be exhaustive to 
ensure that every topic 
is dealt with and the 
strategy complies with 
the regulations of the 
Department of Health. 

Included in the strategy 
will be the introduction of 
systems to collect statistics 
of animals as well as 
information on movement 
control. DAFF will work 
with the industry to 
establish a unified system 
of data capture that will 

cater for all animal health 
and production needs.

Three strategy 
consultation workshops 
will be held in Gauteng, 
the Free State and Western 
Cape to ensure that every 
region is allowed the 
opportunity to give as 
much input as possible. 
The Gauteng event will 
start with a five-day 
workshop, and will be 
attended by delegates 
from Limpopo and 
Mpumalanga as well. 
The first two days will 
cover food and feed 
safety; day three and 
four will focus on animal 
health, including disease 
control and private-public 
partnerships; and the 
final day will deal with 
animal identification 
and movement control. 

The second workshop 
will be held over three 
days in the Free State, and 
delegates from KwaZulu-
Natal and North West 
are also invited. The 
third workshop will 
be held in the Western 
Cape and will include 
delegates from the Eastern 
and Northern Cape. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Regulations have been 
completed for the 
implementation of a year 
of community service 
for veterinary students, 
and legislation will be 
published once the rules 
and regulations have 
been finalised by 
the South African 
Veterinary Society. 
As soon as they 
are in order, they 
will be signed and 

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED  
BY THE RED MEAT INDUSTRY

ABOVE:
Young vets 
are keenly 

anticipating 
broadening 

their scope of 
experience 

and areas of 
expertise when 

performing 
one year of 
compulsory 
community 

service.
FW ARCHIVE

PROMOTIONAL ARTICLE

The Animal Health Forum should 
participate in the national veterinary 
strategy – this will allow it to influence 
the way in which veterinary services  
are dealth with.

 YOUNG VETS  
 WOULD BE  
 EXPOSED TO A  
 BROADER SCOPE  
 OF EXPERIENCE 
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