
farmers from Gauteng,  
Free State, Mpumalanga 
and North West, with  
those from the other 
provinces under-
represented. This is 
despite the fact that the 
highest incidence of 
livestock theft occurs in the 
Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-
Natal and Mpumalanga, 
Clack says. The lack of 
involvement may be 
due to a lack of interest, 
or people simply being 
unaware of the group. 

GREATER AWARENESS 
NEEDED IN 
COMMUNITIES
Although some community 
members and several 
criminal justice officials 
are already associated 
with the venture, victims 
of livestock theft need to 
become more involved. 
Therefore, similar 
platforms should be 
created, Clack says. 

Impoverished rural 
communities in the regions 
that are badly affected 
should be made more 

aware of the important role 
that social media can play 
in preventing stock theft.

FORMAL AVENUES 
FAILING 
According to Clack’s 
findings, the formal 
channels for stock theft 
prevention are not 
functioning optimally 
and need to be reviewed 
urgently. Using social 
media in the fight against 
this scourge is long 
overdue, and will ensure 
a new strategic direction 
for law enforcement. 

Informal initiatives such 
as the VAS Facebook page 
have made inroads into 
the fight against livestock 
crime. However, the 
success of this social media 
campaign will depend on 
its ability to influence the 
existing strategies of formal 
crime-prevention agencies, 
thereby ensuring that 
the problem is addressed 
effectively, Clack concludes. 
•	 Phone	the	RPO	on		
012	348	1933	or	email	
admin@rpo.co.za.		▪FW

A study conducted 
by Willie Clack, 
chairman of the 

National Stock Theft 
Prevention Forum, has 
found that social media 
could play a significant 
role in preventing livestock 
theft and should therefore 
be used more widely in the 
fight against the crime.

The study also found that 
in the future, social media 
could influence the policies 
of formal crime-prevention 
agencies and the thrust 
of new legislation. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
CAMPAIGN
In 2013, the Gauteng 
Stock Theft Prevention 
Forum created a social 
network group that 
allows producers and 
other role players in the 
red meat industry to post 
livestock theft cases on 
the Internet. The aim of 
this campaign is to create 
public awareness and share 
intelligence where possible.

 The move was a 
response to the difficulties 
encountered by farmers 
dealing with livestock 
theft. These include 
the inaccessibility of 
areas where the crimes 
are committed, the 
involvement of organised 
crime syndicates, a 
decrease in potslagting 
(slaughter for own 
consumption), and the use 
of cellphones by criminals.

Added to these was 
livestock farmers’ 
frustration with the 
inefficiency of authorities 
in preventing stock 
theft and successfully 
prosecuting perpetrators.

Using the principle of 
‘crowdsourcing’, in which 
people with the same 
interests are targeted, the 

Veediefstal	Aanmelding	en	
Statistieke (VAS) (Livestock 
Theft Reporting and 
Statistics) group was 
created on Facebook. 
It attracted more than 
500 members within 
24 hours of going live.

So rapid was this growth 
that it was feared that 
opportunistic criminals 
could infiltrate the ranks 
of the group. Despite this 
concern, it has become 
evident that, in general, 
livestock offenders do not 
appear to be aware of the 
forum. But Clack cautions 
that these criminals are 
familiar with Facebook, 
and some even have their 
own Facebook profiles and 
use other social media. 

A WORLD-FIRST
The livestock theft 
Facebook page is not only 
unique to South Africa, 
but is the first of its kind 
in the world. Through 
it, the National Stock 
Theft Prevention Forum 
now has a mechanism to 
promote the prevention of 
livestock crimes and the 
prosecution of offenders. 

It also hopes to influence 
the perception of these 
crimes among offenders, 
victims, communities, 
and the criminal justice 
system, Clack says. 

 At this stage, however, 
a more basic challenge 
is simply to increase 
the representivity 
of the Facebook 
group. The group 
is currently 
dominated by 
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The increasingly sophisticated methods used by stock thieves have prompted research into the use 
of social media to cut down on this scourge and ensure successful prosecution of offenders.
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ABOVE:
The Livestock 

Theft Reporting 
and Statistics 

Facebook group 
is currently the 

only example 
of its type. Its 
creators hope 

that it will 
inspire similar 

platforms, 
especially in 

poor rural 
communities 
where stock 
theft is rife.

VIAN ROOS

 USING SOCIAL MEDIA 
 WILL ENSURE A NEW 
 STRATEGIC DIRECTION 
 FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 


