
require erecting clear signs 
to identify the point of 
entrance into the control 
zones and the point of 
entrance into the free zone; 
•	 Ensuring a clear 
separation between 
the respective borders 
of the free zone and 
the protection zone; 
•	 Resolving the Ndumo 
Game Reserve eastern 
boundary issue and 
ensuring that fences 
separated the buffalo 
in Ndumo from the 
cattle on the outside; 
•	 Improving general 
FMD surveillance in 
the protection and free 
zones, with buffalo 
being prioritised in the 
Ndumo and Tembe 
game reserves in KZN; 
•	 Separating animals 
and their products 
originating from the FMD 
protection zones from 
those originating from 
the free zone at abattoirs. 

These measures would 
be addressed in three 
izimbizo to mobilise local 
municipality leadership, 
traditional leadership, 
communities and other 

strategic stakeholders in 
raising awareness around 
FMD. They were due 
to be held in January. 

DAFF has also drafted 
a communication plan 
to engage various media 
platforms to garner 
awareness in order to 
proactively raise public 
awareness of FMD and 
the negative impact of 
stock theft on control 
measures, among others.

FMD OUTBREAK
Zokwana said that the 
livestock industry, valued 
at over R50 billion, 
was recognised as a 
significant contributor 
to employment creation 
and the livelihood of the 
people of South Africa, 
particularly in rural areas. 
The impact of losing 
the FMD-free status 
would be felt by many. 

 The national Red Meat 
Producers’ Organisation 
congratulated DAFF 
on its handling of the 
FMD situation. 
•	 Phone	the	RPO	on		
012	348	1933	or	email	
admin@rpo.co.za.	▪FW

The Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries 

(DAFF) is focusing on 
key control measures to 
protect the foot- and- mouth 
disease- free zone status 
(FMD), according to 
minister Senzeni Zokwana, 
who spoke at a recent 
press conference.

 Zokwana said that in 
order to safeguard the 
FMD-free zone status 
of South Africa, there 
was an urgent need for 
collaboration between 
government departments, 
stakeholders such as the 
livestock industry, farming 
communities, traders of 
livestock and game as 
well as their products, 
and the public at large. 
This was needed to ensure 
that the FMD controls to 
prevent the introduction 
and spread of the disease 
were implemented 
and adhered to. 

It was important, he 
stressed, that the gains 
and progress made so far 
were not unnecessarily 
compromised. The 
government owed this 
to the livestock industry, 
the business community 
and all South Africans.

 The minister said  
that the main measures 
that needed to be 
implemented effectively 
to safeguard the free 
zone status included, but 
were not limited to:
•	 Intensifying disease 
surveillance at the farm 
or dip tank level;

•	 Implementing an 
effective livestock 
identification and 
traceability system;
•	 Using this system to 
ensure strict, controlled 
movements of livestock as 
well as game and livestock 
products within and in- 
between FMD zones; 
•	 Adequately vaccinating 
cattle against FMD in 
the designated areas; 
•	 Efficiently maintaining 
and patrolling 
international border 
fences, particularly those 
separating countries 
with different statuses.

IMPROVEMENTS
All OIE member countries 
with an OIE-recognised 
disease status are 
expected to submit annual 
reconfirmations on the 
specific disease to the 
OIE for assessment. 

As part of its late-2014 
assessment, the OIE 
scientific committee on 
animal diseases conducted 
an investigation of FMD 
controls implemented by 
South Africa since the 
OIE’s previous visit in 2013. 
Although the committee 
was encouraged by the 
progress made on specific 
areas of FMD controls, 
such as cattle identification 
using ear tags and the 
erection of a red-line fence 
between the protection 
zone and the free zone 
in KZN, the following 
required further attention:
•	 Improving the structure 
of the border fence with 
Zimbabwe, and carrying 
out inspections; 
•	 Improving the 
visibility of 
protection zone 
demarcation. 
This would 
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Tembe game 
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The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) was impressed with SA’s progress on certain FMD 
controls, but improvements are still required. DAFF is now turning its attention to these.

 SA’S LIVESTOCK 
 INDUSTRY IS 
 WORTH OVER 
 R50 BILLION 

Blitz on key FMD controls
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