
development within the 
former homelands.

MITIGATING 
CLIMATE CHANGE
The Department of 
Environmental Affairs 
(DEA) is responsible 
to the United Nation’s 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change 
(LPCC) to report on 
progress on GHG 
mitigation. The red meat 
industry has provided 
the DEA with its GHG 
inventory until 2010, 
which must be updated 
every two years. 

Government is working 
on a tax system to force 
compliance by all sectors 
to meet the goals set for 
GHG by 2025. Agriculture 
has been granted five 
years before this comes 
into effect. Although the 
industry is guided by the 
Code of Best Practices, it 
has no dedicated plans, 
extension or training 
curricula to support 
farmers on environmental 
sustainable issues. It  
also has limited tools 
for the research needed 
to ensure effective 
implementation, as well 
as limited financial and 
human resources. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Government has accepted 
that land reform models 
have so far failed to 
deliver. Lack of training, 
effective extension services, 
mentorship, research, 
financing, infrastructure 
and inadequately sized 
farms are to blame, among 
others. Models linking 
successful operations 
with new entrees through 
shares, property or cattle 
sharing are required. In 
practice, there are several 
models where commercial 
farmers share with farm 
workers or small-scale 
operators, and where there 
is agribusiness investment 
in shareholding with 
communities. There is also 
the funding model, which 
sees government support 
household production, 
community investment 
and commercialisation, the 
so-called communal estate 
model, and several others.

These initiatives require 
research, mentorship 
and training. Support 
requested from commodity 
organisations is likely to 
be for implementation 
of such models. 
•	 Phone	the	RPO	on		
012	349	1102/1103	or	
email	rpo@lantic.net.

Addressing 
environmental 
challenges and 

safeguarding natural 
resources are the 
cornerstones of establishing 
prosperous and stable rural 
communities. This fact 
has been accepted in the 
National Development Plan 
(NDP), and the Red Meat 
Producers’ Organisation 
(RPO) has touched on the 
subject in the RPO-NERPO 
Code of Best Practices. 
The following needs are 
discussed in the NDP, with 
relevance to agriculture:
•	 A set of indicators for 
natural resources and 
the publication of annual 
reports on the health of 
identified resources;
•	 The achievement of the 
peak, plateau and decline 
trajectory for greenhouse 
gas emissions, with 
the peak being reached 
around 2025. This implies 
a reduction of about 
25% in greenhouse gas 
(GHG) levels by 2020.
•	 Increased investment 
in new agricultural 
technologies, research 
and the development of 
adaptation strategies for 
the protection of rural 
livelihoods and expansion 
of commercial agriculture.
•	 An additional 643 000 
direct jobs and 326 000 
indirect jobs in the 
agriculture, agro-
processing and related 
sectors by 2030.
•	 Maintenance of a 
positive trade balance for 

primary and processed 
agricultural products.
•	 Agricultural 
development based on 
successful land reform, 
employment creation and 
strong environmental 
safeguards. To achieve 
this, irrigated agriculture 
and dryland production 
should be expanded, with 
emphasis on smallholder 
farmers where possible. 
To this end, established 
agricultural industries 
must be enabling partners.
•	 Ensure access to basic 
services, food security 
and the empowerment 
of farm workers.

To achieve the above, 
the following is required 
or encouraged:
•	 A shift towards 
more labour-intensive 
agricultural subsectors;
•	 A more comprehensive 
use of land within 
commercial farming areas, 
climate-smart agriculture 
and land distribution; 
•	 A strengthening of the 
small stratum of large-
scale commercial farms 
to benefit job creation;
•	 An improved balance 
between large-scale 
commercial farms 
and smallholder 
farms via land 
reform and 
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The Red Meat Producers’ Organisation 
has approved a proposal which asserts 
that rural development be identified as a 
research focus area, and the matter has 
been referred to Red Meat Research and 
Development South Africa. 
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ABOVE:
Poor 

infrastructure 
and a lack of 
finances are 

among the many 
reasons why land 
reform has often 
failed to deliver.
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