
to be even better. Biological 
efficiency is arguably the 
most critical factor as it 
is partially under control 
of the farmer. Primary 
reasons for low off-take are 
average to low reproductive 
rates, high mortality and 
the wrong herd/flock 
composition. If beef, 
sheep and goat farmers on 
rangeland systems improve 
reproduction and weaning 
rate, thereby increasing 
biological efficiency, they 
will automatically reduce 
the carbon footprint.
• Biodiversity and 
ecosystems
Maintaining biodiversity 
of flora and fauna species 
and the associated 
ecosystems has become a 
global concern. To reverse 
the worsening condition 
of floral biodiversity 
and improve ecosystem 
conservation, a holistic, 

inclusive management 
approach is required.
• Rangeland management
Rangeland condition 
largely determines the 
productivity and well-
being of the ecosystem, so 
the healthier the rangeland, 
the more productive and 
sustainable livestock 
production will be.
• Fodder supply
Where the potential of 
vegetation resources is 
limited or overgrazed, the 
fodder supply should be 
supported by cultivated 
pasture species. The 
principle is to support 
livestock productivity 
when the rangeland fodder 
supply is limited and to 
support rangeland resting 
phases by removing stock.
• Bush encroachment 
and alien species
Bush encroachment 
and alien vegetation 

The Federation of Red Meat 
Producers’ Organisation of 
South Africa, consisting of 
the RPO and NERPO, has 
adapted its Code of Best 
Practice to comply with the 
challenges and needs of 
today’s red meat producer.

The code aims to ensure 
sustainable and profitable 
red meat production. It 
provides principles, self-
assessment measures 
and standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) to 
guide producers towards 
continual improvement 
and compliance.

The code addresses 
the following:
• The National 
Development Plan 
2030 (NDP) 
The NDP 2030 provides a 
vision of economic growth, 
poverty elimination and 
inequality reduction 
for 2030, with strategies 
relevant to agriculture 
and environmental 
sustainability. The 
Livestock Development 
Strategy for South Africa, 
which emanated from 
the National Agricultural 

Strategy, has a bearing 
on the code, as the 
strategies relate to the 
responsibility of farmers 
and their support bodies 
to the natural and socio-
economic environment, 
and to food security.
• Climate change
In accordance with 
increased greenhouse 
gas emission theory and 
observations, climate 
change projections agree 
that Southern Africa 
will generally become 
drier and warmer. 

Stock farmers will have 
to accept that the predicted 
higher temperatures 
will result in animals 
adapting their behaviour. 
Productivity in terms of 
growth, reproduction 
and milk may decline, 
especially in breeds 
less well adapted to the 
natural environment.
• Greenhouse 
gas emissions
Livestock’s contribution to 
greenhouse gas emissions 
can be mitigated on-farm 
by certain measures, 
of which improved 
production efficiency is 
the most important.
• Production efficiency
This should be on par 
with competitors if the 
livestock sector is to 
hold its own in the 
domestic market. 
For export, it has THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED  
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production. 
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invasion cause habitat 
destruction and reduce 
the resilience, productivity 
and water-holding 
capacity of rangelands, 
biomes and ecosystems.
• Water management
Agriculture consumes 
about 75% of the rainfall 
in South Africa. From 
this, 60% is utilised by the 
natural vegetation, 12% by 
dryland crop production 
and 3% by irrigation. It 
is critical that farmers 
have measurements in 
place to save water.
• Pollution
Effective waste 
management, judicious 
pesticide and fertiliser 
application methods, and 
control of effluent from 
intensive operations are all 
essential for protecting the 
environment, particularly 
wetlands or marshes and 
other water sources.
• Animal welfare 
and health
Animal welfare reflects 

people’s concern for the 
humane treatment of 
animals. Internationally, 
the humane treatment of 
animals is guided by a set 
of principles, the basics of 
which are not difficult to 
associate with. If applied, 
they can also contribute 
to a farmer’s bottom line.
• Feed and water
Livestock should be 
provided with feed related 
to requirements for specific 
physiological states such 
as growth, pregnancy 
and lactation, and must 
be nutritionally adequate 
and free of contaminants.
• Health and disease
Maintaining health and 
preventing disease are 
partly management- and 
partly control-driven. 
Owners should monitor 
their livestock routinely to 
ensure the animals’ overall 
health and condition.
• Biosecurity and 
disease control
Biosecurity relates to 

permanent or temporary 
proactive steps to limit 
the spread and effect 
of contagious disease. 
In principle, the less 
contact animals have 
with each other, the 
better the disease can be 
limited or controlled. 
• Predator control
A balanced approach to  
the problem is the only 
long-term solution. This 
involves selectively 
killing only the culprits, 
collaborating with 
neighbours, predator 
experts and adjacent 
reserves, and restoring 
the ecosystem and 
natural prey on farms
• Stock theft
Crime, including stock 
theft, has reached 
unacceptably high levels 
in farming and rural 
communities. Of particular 
concern is that emerging/
communal farming is 
as vulnerable as the 
commercial sector.

• Livelihood and well-
being of employees
The overriding principle is 
that farmers should ensure 
that the rights and well-
being of farm workers and 
their families are upheld, 
and contribute to the social 
and economic development 
of the local community 
and its periphery.
• High quality 
animal products
Access to safe and healthy 
food is a fundamental 
human right endorsed 
by the Constitution 
of South Africa. This 
puts a responsibility 
and commitment on all 
concerned in the supply 
chain (farmers, processors 
and retailers) to meet these 
obligations. It involves 
conservation of ecosystems, 
protection of the natural 
resource base, animal 
welfare measures, and 
the training and social 
development of employees.
•	 Contact	details	XXXX
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The Federation of Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation of South Africa explains 
its code of best practice, some of the 
challenges in the red meat industry and 
how they can be overcome.
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