
vaccine, S19 (bovine brucellosis), 
Rev 1 (ovine brucellosis) and 
pulpy kidney, among others.

The RMIF will continue to 
work on the establishment of a 
national animal identification 
and farm-to-fork traceability 
system, commencing with 
an individual animal 
identification system with 
movement control. This should 
be started on a voluntary 
basis, with a standardised 
system growing into a full 
traceability system over time. 

branding, census 
and exports
The RMIF has estimated 
that only 21% of livestock are 
branded as stipulated by the 
Animal Identification Act. 
An awareness campaign to 
producers, coupled with law 
enforcement at auctions, feedlots 
and abattoirs, is therefore needed. 

In addition:
• A formal livestock census 
to determine the number of 
livestock in South Africa should 
be conducted. This will help to 
plan natural resource utilisation, 
inform policymaking, determine 
the extent of government support 

programmes, establish the size 
of the emerging sector, and aid 
in animal disease control and the 
planning of vaccine production. 
• The border fences with 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 
Swaziland and Lesotho must 
be repaired, as uncontrolled 
livestock and game movement 
across borders pose a risk for 
the spread of disease. (The 
Kruger National Park fence 
must also be repaired.)
• The export of red meat must be 
enhanced. All export-approved 
facilities require the services of 
state veterinarians or authorised 
private vets, while a dedicated 
export desk is required to 
ensure timely completion of 
market access questionnaires, 
prioritising of a market access 
profile, and closer collaboration 
with the Department of Trade 
and Industry, embassies 
and agricultural attachés 
in export destinations.
• The import clearing process 
has to improve turnaround 
times on microbiological 
testing and transparency.
• Finally, export certification 
and protocols must be 
established for imports that 
are re-exported, locally 
produced products that are 
exported, and locally processed 
products that are exported.

red meat achiever 
GWK recently announced its 
annual GWK Icons. Koos van der 
Ryst from the Koopmansfontein 
area was named livestock 
producer of the year in 
recognition of his excellent 
farming practices. During the 
year, he supplied more than 
1 000 cattle for meat production.
• Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/ 
1103 or email rpo@lantic.net.  
Visit www.rpo.co.za.

promotional article

ABOVE: 
Koos van der Ryst 
(left) was recently 

named GWK 
Livestock Producer 

of the Year and GWK 
Icon. The annual 

awards honour the 
farmers, industry 

stakeholders, 
staff and partners 

of GWK for their 
contribution to the 

industry and the 
role they play in 

food production, 
innovation and 

economic growth 
in the sector. With 

Koos is Pieter Spies 
(managing director 

of GWK) and 
Frank Lawrence 
(chairperson of 

the GWK board).  
 rpo

The Red Meat Industry Forum recently unveiled a comprehensive medium-term plan to help the 
industry overcome current challenges and function more efficiently and competitively.

Working for our producers!

The Red Meat Industry 
Forum (RMIF) has 
introduced a medium-

term plan to create an enabling 
environment for the red meat 
industry. Some of the aspects 
that the plan seeks to address 
include the following:
• The confusion in the 
department of agriculture 
(DAFF) and the state veterinary 
services over jurisdiction and 
accountability of national and 
provincial state structures. 
• The implementation of 
independent meat inspection 
involving private vets and meat 
inspection service providers. 
This is needed to provide a 
safe product to the consumer.
• An national abattoir rating 
scheme (NARS) to ensure that 
standards are maintained in all 
abattoirs, regardless of size.
• A guide to the use of 
antimicrobial growth 
stimulants in feed and food. 
• Better controls of veterinary 
medicine and laboratory capacity 
for residue testing to improve the 
turnaround time for test results.
• The introduction of a 
compulsory residue control 
programme across all species, 
and addressing DAFF’s 
shortcomings in meeting the 
requirements of the residue 
monitoring programme in 
order to provide assurances to 
international trade partners.

disease control: using a  
multi-faceted approach 
Bovine brucellosis control 
should be used as a model for 
all animal disease control. This 
entails vaccination, education 
and testing for animal diseases.

Vaccine shortages must also 
be resolved. Onderstepoort 
Biological Products (OBP) is 
currently out of bluetongue 
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