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The National Red Meat Producers’ Organization (RPO) is very disappointed about 

the announcement of the Director-General of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries that 

the current import regulations for imports of livestock from Namibia, Lesotho, 

Swaziland and Botswana have been suspended with immediate effect as from 

26 August 2014. The previous import regulations are now reinstated. 

  

“This action puts the animal health status of the South African national herd in grave 

danger,” said Lardus van Zyl, Chairman of the National RPO.  

 

The Director-General of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries decided to take this step 

after the South African Feedlot Associations’ objections to the revised import 

requirements dated 30 April 2014 have been upheld. 
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According to a letter by Mr Dave Ford, CEO of the Feedlot Association, the Minister 

decided on this step because there wasn’t enough inclusive consultation on the 

matter. 

 

The National RPO is going to request the Minister to keep the measurements of 

20 April 2014 in place until the consultation process has been completed.  However, 

according to Van Zyl, the RPO is of the opinion that there was indeed efficient 

consultation on the new import measures. “The issue has been discussed during 

various meetings and Congress and there was overwhelming support and approval 

for the import measures of 20 April 2014. This includes congresses of the National 

RPO, the National Wool Growers’ Association and the Red Meat Abattoir 

Association. It has also been discussed during meetings of the national Animal 

Health Forum, as well as various meetings held for the finalizing of standard 

operational procedures for feedlots and direct slaughters, and during a meeting 

between the South African Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and the 

Namibian Department of Agriculture, as well as during a meeting facilitated by a 

specialist from the OIE, the International Organization for Animal Health.” 

 

The RPO is especially concerned because the import measures which are now in 

place, are out of line with the prescriptions of the OIE. The OIE will be visiting South 

Africa later this year for a repeat investigation into the country’s veterinary services. 

It is also in violation of the legal directives for the importation of livestock as 

stipulated in the Animal Health Act and the Animal Improvement Act, which means 

that various requirements for the import of livestock are not adhered to. The Animal 

Health Act also directs a quarantine period for livestock imported to South Africa as 

well as the testing of all imported animals for all controlled and reported diseases. 
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The RPO is very concerned about the risk that lung disease and PPR enter South 

Africa from Namibia. Lung disease has never occurred in South Africa and the 

country has been declared free of PPR by the OIE. Unfortunately the same does not 

apply to Namibia. There is also currently a serious outbreak of rabies in Namibia, 

which is not only a risk to South Africa’s livestock, but also poses a risk to humans. 

 

“The RPO is unhappy about the fact that only one role player, namely the Feedlot 

Association, has been accommodated during the talks with the Minister of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, while the rest of the role players in the industry 

has been ignored. The abolishment of the import measures of 20 April 2014 is to the 

benefit of only one small minority in the industry, while the rest of the industry is put 

at risk,” 

 

The RPO thanked the Director of Animal Health for the role that she has played up to 

now to protect the interests of the red meat industry. The RPO offers its complete 

cooperation to complete the consultation process as soon as possible. 

 

The RPO is currently in the process of obtaining a legal opinion on the current 

situation and reserve its right to undertake legal actions in cooperation with other role 

players. 
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ENQUIRIES:   

 

Lardus van Zyl      Gerhard Schutte 

Chairman – National RPO     CEO – National RPO 
Cel:  082 944 7099      Cel:  082 556 7296 


