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Media Release 
 
For immediate release                                                       11 September 2015 
 

LIVESTOCK THEFT A CRIME WAVE AFFECTING RED MEAT PRODUCERS 
 

Crime as a phenomenon has been plaguing society ever since but at present there is a upsurge of 
livestock theft in part of the country. In certain cases regions and specific red meat producers are 
targeted and losses accumulate to millions of rand.  
 
It is therefore the intention of the National Stock Theft Prevention Forum to start an action plan to:  

 inform the general public of the crime wave that is currently plaguing red meat producers 

regarding livestock theft. 

 inform the red meat producers and other role players of the existence for social media 

forums where livestock theft can be reported after reporting it at police stations and the 

assistance of the general public can be sorted to attend to livestock theft cases. 

 urge all role players within the red meat industry to co-operate in the prevention of stock 

theft which is a highly economical and emotional crime by abiding by existing laws. Research 

has proven that since the adoption of the Animal Identification Act, (Act 6 of 2002) livestock 

theft stock decrease immensely.    

 
The most recent statistics relating to livestock theft are not jet available but will be issued shortly by 
the Minister of Police. However, livestock theft stripped the economy of R509 million during the 
2013/2014 period with goats to the value of R43 million, sheep to the value of R100 million and 
cattle to the value of R366 million stolen.  
 
Although this is a picture of the country as a whole in certain parts of the country there are currently 
cases where animals are stolen and driven for miles during the night to be slaughtered inhumanely 
in the veld. In these cases the animals are driven to a spot where there heel tendons are chopped to 
ensure that they are immobilised and then slaughtered. Surely this is an extremely gruesome face 
for any human being and even the hardiest farmers and police are struck with grief when confronted 
with these crime scenes.  
 
For a number of years the National Stock Theft Prevention Forum are running two pages on 
Facebook where red meat producers can report livestock case in order to sort the assistance of 
fellow farmers to assist in the apprehension of the criminals and also to find stolen livestock. The 
assistance of the general public are currently also sorted to join these groups on social media and to 
assist red meat producers by being alert for these crimes and report any dubious events such as 
animals driven on foot at night etc. on the forums.  The names of the two pages are:  
 

 Veediefstal aanmelding en statisstieke and 

 Livestock Theft Prevention Forum/ Veediefstal voorkomingsforum  

 
Furthermore the prevalence of livestock theft cannot only be attributed to specific role players in 
society, but also to the non-compliance by role-players in the red meat industry who do not see that 
livestock are properly identified. Livestock buyers; such as farmers, speculators, stock-auctions, 
feedlots and abattoirs can be or are unknowingly recipients of stolen livestock as they do not ensure 
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that the livestock they purchase comply with the provisions of the law. In the process the laws are 
transgressed and heavy fines can be imposed or a perpetrator can be prosecuted.  
 
The Animal Identification Act, (Act 6 of 2002), makes provision for the compulsory marking of 
livestock and the Stock theft Act, (Act 57 of 1959) controls the movement of livestock. Both these 
Acts have been put in place to support the industry and SAPS to combat stock theft and make it 
easier to recover stolen livestock. It appears that a large part of the livestock trade does not comply 
by the provisions of these Acts and does not comply with the basic requirements to prevent stock 
theft.  
 
The National Stock Theft Prevention Forum requests: 
 

 That all livestock owners register a unique brand mark in their name and to apply it to all 
livestock in their possession in the prescribed manner as described in the Animal 
Identification Act, (Act 6 of 2002)   

 The completion and submission of the ‘Document of Identification’ and ‘Stock Removal 
Certificate’ with all transactions 

 That all livestock buyers, auctioneers, feedlots and abattoirs confirm livestock ownership 
and refuse to take ownership of livestock that are not marked or where the necessary 
‘Document of Identification’ and ‘Stock Removal Certificate’ are not supplied 

 That all ‘Documents of Identification’ be kept on record for 12 months 
   
The National Stock Theft forum request that all role players in the red meat industry urgently play 
an active role in stock theft prevention and urge the general public for their assistance.   
  
 
ISSUED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE NATIONAL STOCK THEFT PREVENTION FORUM 
 
By Willie Clack 
Chairman 
National Stock Theft Prevention Forum 
Cell: +27 82 574 2653 
 
Gerhard Schutte  
Chief Executive Officer Red Meat Producers Organisation 
Tel (012) 348 1933 
Cell: +27 82 556 7296 
 
Legislation available at www.redmeatsa.co.za   
For photos of crime scenes feel free to visit the two Facebook Pages or if contact Willie Clack for 
visual videos of animals … it is NOT for sensitive viewers.  
 

http://www.redmeatsa.co.za/

