
The Red Meat Producers’ Organisation (RPO) continually seeks to protect and promote 
the interests of commercial red meat producers within the value chain of the red meat 
industry. As collective bargaining organisation, the RPO also strives to improve the 
economic welfare of its producers. The RPO focuses on key operational tasks such as: 
 

- Animal health; 
- Tariff protection; 
- Monitoring of imports; 
- Trade agreements; 
- Information and training; 
- Negotiations regarding legal frameworks; 
- Strengthening of the economic position of farmers and stability in the industry; 

- Strengthening of producers’ interests and business at government and non-
governmental organisations; 

- Establishing and promoting a positive image of the industry and its products; 
- Predation management; 
- Combating and prevention of stock theft; 
- Negotiations for the reduction of input and marketing costs; 
- Information on production systems; 
- Market information; 
- Research. 

 

The RPO’s input and participation in structures 
 
The RPO has direct contact with and representation and influence in the following 
organisations to protect and promote the interests of red meat producers: 

 
- National Agricultural Marketing Council (NAMC); 
- National Agricultural Research Forum (NARF); 
- Onderstepoort Biological Products (OBP); 
- Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute (OVI); 
- Wildlife Ranching South Africa (WRSA); 
- National and provincial stock theft forums; 
- Organisations of organised agriculture; 
- Agri SA Commodity Chamber; 
- Industry trusts; 
- Livestock Producers Organisation of Namibia (LPO); 
- Predation Management Forum (PMF); 
- Breed associations; 
- National and provincial government departments; 
- Educational and research institutions; 
- Livestock Welfare Coordinating Committee (LWCC); 
- Red Meat Research and Development (RMRD SA); 
- Other producer organisations; 
- Mutton SA; 
- International organisations of the red meat industry. 

 
The RPO represents the interests of red meat producers in the Red Meat Industry Forum 
(RMIF) which represent all organisations involved in the entire value chain of the red meat 
industry. The forum consists of: 

 



- South African Pork Producers' Organisation (SAPPO); 
- Red Meat Abattoirs Association (RMAA); 
- South African Feedlot Association (SAFA); 
- South African Federation of Livestock and Meat Brokers (SAFLA MB); 
- National Federation of Meat Traders (NMFT); 
- South African Meat Processors Association (SAMPA); 
- South African National Consumer Union (SANCU); 
- Association of Meat Importers and exporters (AMIE):  
- Skins, Hides and Leather Council (SHALC); 
- National Emerging Red Meat Producers' Organisation (NERPO); 
- Meat Distributors and Allied Workers' Union of South Africa (MDAWUSA); 
- RPO Large Stock; 
- RPO Small Stock. 

 
The RPO and NERPO forms the Federation of Red Meat Producers' Organisations that 
handles the interests of primary commercial and emerging red meat producers.  
 
Why collect voluntary contributions? 
Critical important functions for the survival and prosperity of primary red meat producers 
and the meat industry as a whole are funded through two separate funding sources: the 
statutory levy and voluntary contributions by producers. 
 
The statutory levy is set within the framework of the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act 
(MAP Act, Act No. 47 of 1996) and is appropriated exclusively for the following functions in 
the interest of the industry: 

 
- Consumer assurance (food safety); 
- Consumer communication and education; 
- Research and development; 
- Industry liaison; 
- Development of emerging sectors; 
- Manufacturing development and operational projects. 

 
Under the provisions of the MAP Act an organisation like the RPO is not allowed to fund 
any organisational functions from the statutory levy.  
 

The primary producer contributes the most to the statutory levy and if the producer doesn’t 
empower the RPO financially with his task of overseeing, the contributing producer will 
loose his say over the scope and application of this statutory funds. It is imperative that the 
RPO will have strong input in the RMIF on behalf of the producer to ensure that statutory 
funds are managed correctly. 
 
The amount for the voluntary levy asked from producers at this stage amounts to 0,15% of 
the turnover at first point of trading. Several critically important actions undertaken by the 

RPO in the interests of livestock producers won’t be possible without the voluntary 
contributions due to a lack of capacity.  
 
Agents and abattoirs raise the voluntary contribution within the provinces and pay it over to 
the organisation within each province. They then pay a predetermined amount to the 
national RPO which is appropriated for organisational and administrative functions. 
According to the thumb rule, 70% of the funds are applied in the provinces and 30% 



nationally. 
 
As primary stakeholder in the red meat industry, producers are expected to contribute 
towards statutory and voluntary levies. It creates capacity to deal with and ensure 
producer interests within the entire value chain of the industry.  
 
Organisational and administrative functions 
 
Functions funded from the voluntary levy in the interest of the producer: 
 

- Provincial and national offices and personnel; 
- Administrative management of national office and provinces; 
- Radio and TV interviews; 
- Marketing of red meat at local level; 
- Producer liaison by means of information days, conferences, SMS messages, 

website information management, brochures, Communicator, Facebook, 
quarterly Red Meat magazine and monthly electronic newsletter; 

- Input in policy making at provincial and national governments; 
- Liaison with departments and veterinary services on issues such as border and 

disease control; 
- Training of producers and their workers; 
- Funding of relevant research projects; 
- The operation of the National as well as different Provincial Stock Theft Forums; 
- Consumer liaison. 

 


