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Important Issues  

 Western Cape: June the month with best chance for rain 

 

1. Current conditions 

Heavy falls of rain occurred in the third week of May 2017 over the north eastern parts of the 
country but very little rain occurred over most of the rest of the country, including the Western 
Cape. Light frost occurred over the interior but especially day time temperatures are higher than 
normal for this time of the year.  

The relative high temperatures are responsible for a late start to the accumulation of cold units for 
grapes, pecan- and wall nuts, stone fruits like peaches and some other crops. If this trend is to 
continue for June and July, it may result in lower yields in summer. Cold unit accumulation is 
important to induce rest or dormancy.  Optimum cold unit accumulation is taking place when 
temperatures are between about 0°C and +7°C but high day time temperatures (>18°C) may 
cancel the accumulation.   

With only relative small areas of the maize crop harvested are record yields reported in many 
areas and the expected total maize crop for South Africa is most probably not less than the current 
estimate from the Crop Estimates Committee.        

2. El Nino and Indian Ocean 

The reliability of El Nino forecasts usually starts to improve from about June. At this early stage is 
the new trend for a lower probability of El Nino development for 2017/18 still valid although there is 
still a 40-50% probability compared to a >50% probability a few weeks ago. The likelihood for the 
development of a La Nina phenomenon is very low (<15%), with a 40-50% probability for Neutral 
conditions to develop.     

El Nino is not the only phenomenon that plays an important role in drought development over the 
summer rainfall areas of South Africa. Warmer than normal sea surface conditions in the Indian 
Ocean, especially closer to the African east coast line also play a very important role in drought 



occurrences. Warmer water is responsible for development of tropical cyclones over coastal and 
adjacent areas but drier conditions inland. Unfortunately is the stability or reliability of forecasts for 
Indian Ocean sea surface temperatures very low and lead periods of forecasts also shorter. At this 
early stage are there some indications of warming along the coast that may negatively impact 
rainfall later in the season over the summer rainfall areas if this trend continues.      

3. Expected rainfall conditions 

3.1 Summer Rainfall Area  

Very little rain is expected for the winter and spring months, except for the north eastern coastal 
areas. 

3.2 Winter Rainfall Area  

The current semi-development of El Nino conditions may stimulate the prospects for rainfall for the 
next months (June and July), especially over the western and south western parts of the Western 
Cape. Short term forecasts (accuweather.com) indicate that the month of June 2017 will most 
probably be the month with the highest rainfall. Cumulative daily rainfall forecasts 
(accuweather.com) and long term average rainfall indicate the following trends: 

Table 1 Cumulative rainfall (mm) forecasts for June and July 2017 (accuweather.com) and 
long term average rainfall (mm) for three areas  

Area Rainfall (mm) 
June July 

2017 
forecast 

Long term 
average 

2017 
forecast 

Long term 
average 

Cape Town 124 140 44 129 
Malmesbury 96 72 32 68 
Swellendam 47 40 33 42 
 

The cumulative rainfall forecasts indicate about average rainfall for June 2017 but below average 
rainfall for July, except for Swellendam. It is possible that the effect of the current El Nino type of 
development may increase rainfall amounts somewhat compared to forecasts in Table 1.  

4. Summary 

 El Nino development is still very uncertain. Indian Ocean sea surface conditions may 
however again play a vital role in the summer season but it is too early to get any 
reliable indication.  

 The month of June is expected to have the highest probability for rainfall over the 
Western Cape, especially the western and south western parts.   

5. Disclaimer:  

The information in this report is used at own risk and the author/Santam or any other 
person/institution mentioned in this report do not take any responsibility for accuracy or 
applicability/interpretation of the information mentioned in this report.             


