
description of the stolen 
stock as well as the relevant 
identification marks 
in accordance with the 
Animal Identification Act. 
It is crucial, therefore, that 
the stock owner ensure that 
his animals are branded 
and a comprehensive 
stock register kept up to 
date. This point cannot 
be overemphasised. 
Moreover, numbers should 
be regularly confirmed. 
Where stock owners 
are unable to give a full 
description of missing 
animals, it is difficult 
for SAPS to circulate 
their description.

The above also holds 
for workers’ animals. 
A comprehensive stock 
register serves as proof 
to the magistrate of the 
stock owner’s control 
over his stock and his 
awareness of everything 
transpiring on the farm. 

 
ANIMAL CRUELTY
In many stock theft 
incidents, cattle or sheep 
are killed cruelly. This 
includes lambs being 
beaten to death by 

breaking their heads 
against rocks. Victims of 
such offences may, apart 
from charges of theft, 
lay an additional charge 
of animal cruelty under 
the Animals Protection 
Act (Act 71 of 1962).

The Act stipulates 
that it is an offence to:
•	 Neglect, anger or 
mutilate animals;
•	 Fail to render or 
procure veterinary 
assistance if needed;
•	 Fail to put down an 
animal if it is suffering 
unnecessarily;
•	 Confine, chain or knee-
halter any animal, causing 
the animal to suffer;
•	 Incite or tease an animal 
or incite it to attack another 
animal, or keep an animal 
for the purpose of fighting. 

A person guilty of 
such offences can, when 
convicted, be fined or 
sentenced to a period 
of imprisonment not 
exceeding 12 months. 
www.rpo.co.za.
•	 Phone	the	RPO	on		
012	349	1102/1103	or	
email	rpo@lantic.net.	Visit	
www.rpo.co.za.		▪FW

Stock theft remains 
one of the most 
serious challenges to 

the economic well-being 
of South Africa’s stock 
farmers. Yet stock owners 
who are victims of stock 
theft can play an active 
role in preventing further 
theft by assisting the local 
SAPS and stock theft unit 
during the investigation.

Many cases are not 
resolved satisfactorily 
owing to inadequate 
evidence or incomplete 
statements. For example, 
it often happens that 
stolen animals cannot 
be positively identified 
or the owner concerned 
cannot prove ownership. 

Another problem is 
lack of care taken at the 
crime scene. This is a 
valuable source of evidence 
and stock owners must 
know how to handle the 
scene and the evidence 
contained therein.

According to the SAPS 
stock theft unit, when 
a farmer first realises 
he is the victim of stock 
theft he should:
•	  Secure the crime 
scene immediately;
•	 Avoid shifting or 
removing anything 
from the scene;
•	 Not try to investigate the 
crime himself – important 
evidence must be left in the 
kraal until officials from 
the stock theft unit have 

arrived and completed 
their investigation. 
Important clues such as 
footprints and marks may 
otherwise be destroyed if 
animals leave the kraal;
•	 Protect footprints at the 
crime scene from rain, 
wind, animals and people 
by covering them with a 
steel half-drum, cardboard 
box or something similar ;
•	 Not follow tracks or 
send out workers to 
do so. Leave this to the 
police and their dogs;
•	 Not repair cut fences 
before fence samples 
have been taken. 

PROPER PROCEDURE
The complaint is 
registered on the Crime 
Administration System 
(CAS) of the SAPS, and 
the local police station 
telephonically informs the 
stock theft detective on 
standby of the complaint 
and provides the contact 

details of the complainant.
On arrival at the crime 
scene, the investigating 
officer will first secure the 
scene. It will be assessed 
and all possible evidence, 
such as footprints, 
fingerprints and blood 
samples, preserved. The 
police officer will take 
a statement from the 
complainant.

The investigator 
will request 
a detailed 
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Stock theft often goes unsolved because 
stock owners fail to protect the crime 
scene or cannot prove ownership if the 
animals are recovered. Here’s how to 
beat stock theft and recover animals.

 ENSURE THAT ANIMALS ARE CLEARLY  
 AND CORRECTLY BRANDED AND 
 RETAIN AND PROTECT EVIDENCE  
 AT THE SCENE OF THE CRIME 

Don’t let stock thieves off the hook
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ABOVE:
Many 

investigations 
into stock theft 

go unsolved 
because 

owners cannot 
conclusively 

identify their 
own stock, 

leaving SAPS 
unable to 
respond.
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