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Vice-chairmen, Honoury Vice-chairmen, guests of honour, sponsors, provincial 

managements, fellow producers, officials and other congress attendees. It is an 

honour to present a report for 2013/2014 to you.  

 

The red meat industry is now, more than ever characterised by huge challenges, but 

also with unprecedented opportunities. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The opportunities for the export of red meat, red meat products and genetic material 

have never been as positive before. The national RPO is especially excited about 

the possibility of red meat exports to China. 

 

There are also a lot of other positive developments, of which the current level of 

cooperation between the red meat industry and the Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries is definitely one.  

 

Current initiatives by the Department in the buffer zones are a testimony of the will to 

address loopholes in the Public Veterinary Services report. 

 

The Department of Agriculture must also be congratulated with the recent initiatives 

to set OIE standards in terms of the importation of livestock from our neighbouring 

countries. 

 

The envisaged community services year for veterinary students who have 

graduated, can also have a very positive effect on the red meat industry. 
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The mobilizing and commercialization of the emergent sector are surely one of the 

biggest opportunities within the red meat industry. Currently, 40% of red meat 

producers comprises of emerging farmers. 

 

The establishment of trade marks for differentiated markets can also be of huge 

benefit to the industry. This topic will be touched later on in the day when production 

systems are discussed. A “Grass Fed / Free Range” Society has very recently been 

established. The RPO requested the University of the Free State to develop a 

computer model for the comparison of ox-production systems with weaner calf 

production systems. We are looking forward to the introduction of this model in the 

near future. 

 

Dr Ferdi Meyer said at the recent BFAP Baseline Conference, the demand for our 

product will continue to rise, with as much as 20 % in 2022. We will have to produce 

more red meat and it can only be done with more intensifying, better technology.  

 

The nutritional value of red meat is to our benefit, as well as the fact that the local 

consumer prefers fresh meat. New scientific findings on the positive characteristics 

of red meat in a balanced diet are aspects which we have to highlight in our function 

of consumer education. I’d like to thank "Beef Up" and "Lamb and Mutton SA" for 

their good work in this regard. 

 

The provincial RPO’s must be thanked for the fact that the system of voluntary levies 

could be expanded to a situation where about R7 million is annually generated. Our 

appreciation is also extended to the institutions which collect these levies on behalf 

of the RPO. 
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The South African classification system will come under spotlight during a 

symposium which will be held on 7 November, as it is important to test the system in 

terms of consumer needs and international norms. The current system has been in 

place for the past 25 years. However, it is surely relevant to determine if it is still 

applicable in an environment where everything has changed. 

 

We are in the fortunate situation that the capacity for research has been extended in 

the red meat industry during the last few years. The RPO is very satisfied with the 

RMRD’s good work. 

 

The red meat industry has an important role to play in terms of food security in a 

country which is poor in proteins. The industry has also been identified as an 

important role player in the National Development Strategy. As far as the food 

security of the country is concerned, the fifth quarter can be very important. 

 

South Africa can be proud of its excellent stock improvement systems. I predict that 

genomics will in the next ten years play an vital role in the growth of our industry. 

Furthermore, we have a large gene pool from which genetically adapted animals can 

be bred. 

 

The stricter application of the Consumer Protection Act, the Labelling Act and the Act 

on Agricultural Standards will surely in future play a role in preventing incidents like 

the meat scandal, which occurred during the reporting period. These Acts can also 

make a huge contribution towards the establishment of consumer confidence. The 

branding of red meat will also require special attention in terms of the rules of origin, 

as in the case of the importation of meat from neighboring countries. 
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STRONG POINTS 

 

The red meat industry is characterised by good organisational support in the form of 

industry structures. The Federation of Red Meat Producers of South Africa, 

consisting of the RPO and NERPO, is a good example of this. Furthermore, all role 

players in the value chain are united in the Red Meat Industry Forum. 

 

The fact that a statutory levy is in place for critical functions is to the benefit of the 

industry. It is therefore imperative that the industry’s new application for a statutory 

levy be approved. 

 

The local red meat industry is not dependent on state subsidies. It is therefore 

essential that the playing field be levelled with those of first world countries who 

receive substantial subsidies. 

 

The fact that we are a nett importer of red meat is of considerable benefit to the 

industry. 

 

Onderstepoort Biological Products deliver vaccines unique to South Africa. Their 

facilities have been updated in the reporting period. 

 

CHALLENGES  

 

It must be kept in mind that the OIE is, at the end of this year, going to conduct 

another visit to South Africa. It is of critical importance that the Foot-and-Mouth 

disease free-zone status is maintained. The sustainable monitoring of controlled and 

reportable diseases adds to this. Considerable exports abroad will obviously not 

realize if high standards are not maintained in our national animal health status. 
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There are also other problems that we have to face. Access to markets and a 

shortage of infrastructure in rural areas remains a huge headache for the emerging 

sector. 

 

Furthermore, we are still experiencing a shortage of industry information as far as 

livestock is concerned. Although the 2011 census provided very good information on 

households and the ownership of stock, there is still a critical shortage of a stock 

census in the country. 

 

Another aspect which will have to receive some attention is the current uncertainty 

about price information and the Competition Commission. It prohibits the 

announcement of prices. The RPO would like to provide its farmers with good price 

information. In these vain, I would like to thank ABSA for its sms-system, as well as 

the economic background provided with the publication of ABSA Agri Trends. AMT 

also plays a vital role in this regard. 

 

South Africa’s borders are porous en there is a shortage of capacity to enforce 

legislation. I would like to thank Agri Inspect for their good work  in the monitoring of 

imports. The farmers will however also have to make a contribution in this regard, as 

the State cannot be the only one responsible for the protection of our international 

borders. 

 

THREATS 

 

Stock theft will always be one of the industry’s biggest threats. The Chairman of the 

National Stock Theft Forum, Jaco Maré, will later deliver a complete report on the 

current situation. I would like to thank him for his incredible contribution in this 

regard. The provinces must also be thanked. There are now 9 provincial Stock Theft 

Forums in place and each one of them is fully functional. 
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Predation is also a huge problem for the red meat industry. Harry Prinsloo, Chairman 

of the Predation Management Forum, will later today give more information on this 

subject. I thank him for his personal contribution, as well as the NWGA for its role in 

the Forum. Congratulations with your new web page. 

 

Natural disasters, inter alia periodic droughts, veld fires and floods are something 

with which the red meat farmer has to live. In the reporting period, a heavy drought 

was experienced in 2013, with associated devastating veld fires. This proves again 

that we are currently in a drier cycle. Farmers will have to be more conservative as 

far as carrying capacity is concerned. Disaster management and feed flow 

management are also the responsibility of the individual farmer. 

 

Alien invasive plants remain a big problem. Farmers must take the responsibility 

themselves for the restriction thereof. 

 

The issue of the over regulating of the industry is a threat to the farmer. Currently, 

the industry is dictated by 88 Acts. Several Acts have been rewritten in the reporting 

period and it has taken a lot of the staff’s time. The inputs delivered in this regard, 

must be very professional. 

 

As far as global warming is concerned, the industry must accept that we are part of 

the problem. However, we would also like to be part of the solution. I thank SASAS 

in this regard for their good work in managing the process. 

 

Another headache for the industry is the risk posed by the game industry. Malignant 

Catarrhal Fever poses the biggest risk, but we are optimistic that a vaccination 

against Malignant Catarrhal Fever will become a reality within the next two years. 
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The impact of mining and pollution will surely increase in the future. We address this 

issue in the Code of Best Practise, which will be outlined by Mr Van der Ryst. The 

RPO accepts the challenge of the protection of the natural resource. We also accept 

the challenge to keep the handling of our animals on a high welfare level and to look 

well after our farm workers and the health of our animals 

 

Every farmer feels the threat of rising input costs on his own pocket. This includes 

increased costs of electricity, fuel, labour and land prices. In 2013 it was indicated 

that input costs have increased with 18%. This puts the farmer’s profitability under a 

lot of pressure. 

 

THE ROLE OF THE PRODUCER 

 

As I mentioned earlier, the RPO is satisfied with the Department of Agriculture’s 

contribution to improve South Africa’s national animal health status. The question 

that now arises is what should the red meat industry and especially the red meat 

producer’s contribution and inputs be in this regard ? I believe it should be a team 

effort between the industry, the Department and the authorities. Maybe the time has 

come to criticize the Department less and to enhance cooperation on national, 

provincial and local level. 

 

The red meat producer can contribute in the following ways: 

• Pro-active written biosecurity plans and measures on farm level has become a 

necessity. These plans must be compiled in cooperation with a veterinarian 

with the risk factors of the specific area in mind. 
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• It is of critical importance to report suspect diseases. The combatting of 

controlled and reportable diseases is not only the responsibility of the 

authorities; the producer will determine whether the schemes for controlled 

diseases will be successful. 

• A declaration of risk factors when stock are traded must become part of the 

ethics. 

• Movement control of stock and the individual branding of stock will have to 

receive serious attention. 

• Farmers will have to improve their record keeping. 

 

I want to conclude with a word of thanks: 

 

Firstly to all red meat producers on grass roots level which make it possible for the 

provincial RPO’s to exist.  

 

Thank you very much to the Executive Council with Koos van der Ryst as first Vice-

Chairman and Jaco Maré as second Vice-Chairman. Furthermore, all Chairmen, 

Vice-Chairmen and Industry officials of Provincial RPO’s, Affiliated Industries, the 

NWGA, SA Studbook and the Independent Registered Authority as well as Agri SA 

en TAU SA. Thank you to all the sponsors who believe in our industry and to all 

Scientists, Researchers and Educational Institutions that creates capacity for us.   

 

A special word of thanks and appreciation to all the RPO officials and personnel. 

 

LARDUS VAN ZYL 

CHAIRMAN:  NATIONAL RPO  


