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MEDIA STATEMENT 

VULTURES IN CRISIS – ASSIST WITH FOOD! 

Monday 1 December 2014 

 

STARTS  

VULTURES FACING A FOOD CRISIS.   

Vultures all over the world are facing a crisis with food supply. South Africa is no exception 

with increasing signs that vultures are experiencing a food shortage. Most recently, Kate 

Webster of the Cape Vulture in Crisis Project in the Eastern Cape was asked for assistance to 

prevent vultures from attacking sheep in the Dordrecht area. The livestock farmer expressed 

concern about a large flock of Cape Griffon Vultures that attacked his sheep and wanted 

advice on how to prevent this from happening. 

These attacks are symptomatic of the food shortage that vultures are experiencing especially 

at this time of the year when fledgling vultures leave their natal areas in search of food. The 

scant availability of food plus the competiton with adult vultures push such young vultures on 

occasion to act abnormal and attack livestock. It is highly unusual for vultures to attack any 

live prey as they are obligate scavengers that feed on carrion. However, some incidents 

similar to the latest one have been recorced in the Eastern Cape and Kalahari region of the 

Northern Cape over the past two decades.  

FARMERS SUPPLEMENT VULTURES’ FOOD RESOURCES 

Farmers mostly mitigate these problems out by setting up a temporary vulture restaurant in 

the vicinity with a regular supply of carcasses. Vultures find such offerings very useful. They 

utilise the food and cease their attacks on livestock. Farmers are encouraged to seek specific 

advice on setting up and managing vulture restaurants from Kate Webster, Kerri Wolter of 

VulPro and the Griffon Poison Information Centre even if the restaurants are only a temporary 

mitigation measure. Livestock and game carcasses can be used as long as the animals have 

not been treated with non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, organophosphate dips and other 

prescription drugs. It is again advisable to contact the mentioned individuals for expert advice 

in order to ensure that vultures are not exposed to harmful livestock remedies and veterinary 

medicines. Large animal carcasses from springbok or sheep up to the size of cattle and eland 

are the best for such feeding sites. Skin should be cut open on the rib cages, the backs and 

hind quarters to allow vulture access to muscle tissue. It is advisable to continue feeding until 

the end of February when the young vultures normally disperse from their natal areas. 

Feeding sites should be at least 30 X 50 meters on a flat surface away from human activity. 

Sites should not be closer than 2 kilometers from any powerlines to avoid electrocution and 

collisions.  
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Should farmers come across flock of vultures that attack or predate on live animals it is 

advisable to fire a few shots with a centre fire rifle close the birds into the ground. Do not aim 

at the birds as shots may kill or injure vultures. This way of shooting normally discourages 

the birds from attending to such situations again. 

We are grateful to farmers who have supported the country’s vultures over the years. 

Vultures in some parts of the country have been enjoying the loyal support of farmers and we 

appeal to all farmers to continue this support to prevent the birds from going extinct.  

Refrain from using poisoned baits or poisoned carcasses to kill damage causing animals. Not 

only is it illegal to do so but it poses a serious poisoning threat to all vultures and other 

scavenging raptors. Farmers who experience livestock losses to predation should request 

information on mitigation via the Predation Management Forum website www.pmfsa.co.za. 

Should farmers come across injured, poisoned or electrocuted vultures, it is advisable to 

contact one of the individuals below so that appropriate action can be taken.   

For more information please call: 

Kate Webster (Cape Vulture in Crisis) on 045 839 4716 or 082 702 5942;  

Kerri Wolter (VulPro www.vulpro.com) on 082 808 5113;  

Dr Gerhard Verdoorn (Griffon Poison Information Centre) on 082 446 8946.  

ENDS 

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

1. South Africa has nine resident vulture species: Cape Griffon Vulture Gyps coprotheres, 

African White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus, Rüppell’s Griffon Vulture Gyps rueppellii 

(only a few residents and occasional stragglers), Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes 

monachus, Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus, White-headed Vulture 

Trigonoceps occipitalis, Palmnut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis, Bearded Vulture 

Gypaetus barbatus and Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus (believed to be extinct 

but recorded as stragglers).  

2. Threats to vultures include poisoning, electrocution and collisions with powerlines, 

habitat loss, disturbance at breeding sites and roosts, food shortages, illegal trade and 

illegal use for traditional medicine. 

3. Vultures will usually consume afterbirths during calving and lambing season but will not 

attack cows and ewes during labour, it is only during periods of severe food stress that 

young vultures will resort to this type of desperate action.  
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