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Latest research shows livestock farmers are leading the way 
  
Schalk van Vuuren, research director at Market Studies and Statistical Analysis 
(MSSA), recently released the results of his 2013 research study on commercial 
farmers in South Africa. This is the fifteenth consecutive year that the study has been 
conducted. The 2013 project was done with the co-operation of role-players such as 
Old Mutual, Santam and the magazine Veeplaas. 
  
According to Van Vuuren, the research provides information regarding the profile and 
needs of commercial farmers, as well as their media usage in South Africa during 
2013. “The study allows us to determine certain trends, because it is done annually on 
the basis of a stable database,” he says. 
  
Dynamic nature of agriculture 
The study also indicated differences among the various agricultural enterprises, which 
affords valuable insights into the larger image of agriculture, difficult economical 
conditions and new demographical, political, social and climate challenges which 
commercial farmers are forced to adapt to. 
  
Albert Loubser, Veeplaas editor, says: “This is one of the best and most in-depth 
agricultural studies on the basis of which decisions can be taken, as it is conducted in 
a highly scientific manner.” 
  
Key issues 
The MSSA results have indicated the following key issues: 
•          Participation: The percentage of questionnaires received per province was 
higher than in the previous study. 
•          Estimated number of commercial farmers per province: The Free State has the 
highest percentage of commercial farmers and Gauteng the lowest. However, 
compared to the 2012 study, the number of active commercial farmers has decreased 
from 43 000 to 41 500. 
•          Demographic profile of commercial farmers and their primary and secondary 
farming activities per industry: The livestock industry remains the largest primary 
farming practice amongst commercial farmers. However, secondary farming practices 
indicate a fast-growing tendency towards diversification. 
•          Turnover: The top end of the market is stable. 
•          Farm ownership/type of business: Sole ownership remains the most popular 
option, although the tendency towards partnerships has increased since the 2012 
study. 
•          Exports: The high export percentage has remained consistent compared to the 
previous study. 
•          Agricultural training: Most farmers have a tertiary agricultural qualification 
and this trend is increasing. 
•          Farmers’ information needs: Some of the subjects listed, were a greater need 
for information relating to animal health (48,8%) and animal nutrition (35,7%). 



•          Internet access: The use of the Internet as a source of information has 
increased. 
•          Important issues now and in the future: The cost of labour remains the major 
source of concern. 
  
Information meetings 
A short series of Veeplaas information meetings will be held on 25, 26 and 27 March 
2014 in Centurion at the offices of Plaas Publishing, during which the results of the 
MSSA study will be elaborated in an attempt to make the information available as 
widely as possible, thus supporting strategic agricultural decision-making. 
  
Should you wish to attend one of the sessions, please book your space as soon as 
possible, as seating is limited. Phone Corine van Rensburg on 083 644 5545 or 
email corine@veeplaas.co.za. 
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