
vehicles. This will help to identify 
organised crime syndicates. 
The information gathered will 
also be used to compile crime 
pattern analyses on local, 
district and provincial level. 

At the same time, social-
demographic data will assist 
in creating a profile of the 
personal characteristics of 
individuals and groups (gender, 
income, age and educational 
qualifications) involved in 
crime. This information 
essential to identifying and 
tracking down suspects.

Consolidating and 
disseminating intelligence in 
this way will also help the SAPS 
and the National Prosecuting 
Authority to pursue criminals 
and crime syndicates based 
in neighbouring countries. 

proactive policing
STICs are designed to consolidate 
and channel intelligence 
back to farmers and farming 
communities, warning them of 
suspects and vehicles spotted 

in the area and emerging 
crime trends. In this way, 
farmers can better protect their 
families, workers and property, 
as well as themselves.

In turn, farmers will have to 
improve communication with 
their workers so that the latter 
are encouraged to report any 
planned criminal activity or the 
whereabouts of existing suspects. 

report all crime
It is essential that farmers stop the 
practice of not reporting crime 
to the SAPS. All crime, including 
stock theft, should be reported, 
as it helps with the compilation of 
crime statistics, leading to more 
effective policing. For example, 
detectives cannot oppose bail 
effectively if the relevant figures 
do not indicate that crime is an 
especial problem in a certain area. 

Moreover, proof of an escalation 
of crime in a particular area 
helps the courts to impose 
heavier sentences here, as it can 
be argued that the increase in 
crime is having a negative impact 
on the economy of the area.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.

promotional article

ABOVE: 
The regular 

counting and 
recording of 

livestock numbers 
is an essential 

tool in combating 
stock theft.
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The high prevalence  
of stock theft in SA 
makes it imperative  
to establish ‘information  
centres’ in various areas 
– and for farmers to 
report all crime.

A better way to fight crime
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To combat stock theft 
and other rural crimes 
effectively, it is crucial 

to obtain and use good 
intelligence. This is derived 
from collecting and analysing 
all relevant information, and 
then disseminating it in a clear, 
concise format. This assists in 
tracking suspects, preventing 
planned crimes and allocating 
resources more effectively. 

The need for the coordinated 
sharing of good intelligence is 
even greater now that crime 
syndicates are increasingly 
involved in stock theft and 
operating over wider areas.

With this in mind, the National 
Stock Theft Prevention Forum 
of the Red Meat Producers’ 
Organisation (RPO) is currently 
encouraging the setting up 
of Stock Theft Information 
Centres (STICs) by the SAPS 
and agricultural role players.

The Stock Theft Act makes 
provision for the establishment 
of such centres. Farm watch and 
fire safety groups are already 
in place to communicate with 
farmers at grass roots level, but 
a more formal set-up is needed 
to ensure that the information 
gathered is passed on.

Each STIC will consist of the 
commander of the local SAPS 
stock theft unit, the station 
commissioner, farmers, a state 
prosecutor, and others, such as 
representatives from security 
companies and organised 
agriculture. Regular meetings 
will be held and each STIC 
will compile reports on stock 
theft in its area and lists of 
suspects and suspicious 
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