
in the past 10 years. Similarly, 
in South Africa, red meat 
consumption has increased by 
about 20% since the early 1990s, 
and is projected to increase by 
a further 20% by 2023. Between 
2007 and 2013, the gross value of 
beef and sheep meat increased by 
about 60% and 49% respectively.
Total annual beef consumption 
in South Africa is approximately 
889 000t and total mutton 
and goat meat consumption 
about 180 000t. 

South Africa remains a net 
importer of all products derived 
from large and small stock.  
Since 2003, the quantity of 
imported beef has averaged 
32 000t a year and that of 
sheep meat imports 50 000t 
a year since 2003. 

Some of the main challenges 
facing small-scale producers are:
•  Land/labour reform 
The sustainable production of 
livestock – or any commodity 
– requires market stability. 
•  Intensification of production
This offers the possibility of 
greater profits, but involves 

animal welfare concerns, 
antibiotic residues and increased 
biosecurity-related risks.
•  Genetic pool
A decreasing gene pool among 
smaller-scale farmers is seeing a 
lower fertility rate and reduced 
rate of growth. This means 
lower volumes of livestock 
units produced per hectare.
•  Sustainable production
The livestock farmer has to  
adapt to climate changes 
and mitigate the impact of 
declining capacities. 

Also, appropriate actions 
are needed to increase the 
number of livestock products 
per unit of land and water use 
combined with an improvement 
in animal health and decline in 
pollution and chemical use.
•  Predation/theft management
The direct cost of predation 
on sheep and goats in the five 
major smallstock-producing 
provinces is estimated to be 
R1,4 billion a year. Reports 
suggest that cattle production 
is also increasingly affected by 
predation, and currently stands 
at approximately R383 million a 
year. Unless predation is reduced 
substantially, there will be 
serious consequences for food 
security in rural South Africa. 

The same applies to stock 
theft, which remains one of 
the most serious challenges 
facing the red meat industry.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
These Merino 

sheep are fearful 
of vehicles due to 
incidents of stock 
theft on this farm. 
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Livestock farming has the best chance 
of improving household food security 
and easing poverty in the small-scale 
communal farming areas of South Africa, 
but issues such as theft, predation and a 
shrinking gene pool need to be addressed.

Stock theft 
remainS 
a major 

challenge

Ways to boost 
red meat 
production
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The Integrated Sustainable 
Rural Development 
Strategy identified 

livestock farming as the 
agricultural enterprise most 
likely to improve household 
food security and alleviating 
poverty in South Africa’s small-
scale communal farming areas. 

The total number of cattle 
in South Africa is currently 
estimated at 13 601 000. About 
42% of this (5 733 000 cattle) 
are owned by emerging/
communal farmers. The total 
number of animals slaughtered, 
however, varies between 
1,9 million and 3,4 million, with 
the average over the past five 
years being three million.

The total number of sheep 
is currently estimated at 
24 607 000, and the emerging/
communal sector owns 12% of 
this. But numbers are declining 
as stock theft and predation 
force farmers to invest in other 
agricultural enterprises. 

The sector also owns 4 268 000 
or 71% of the country’s 5 998 000 
goats. This figure is increasing 
as farmers shift from sheep to 
goats due to the latter being 
hardier and more resilient.

At last count, 613 662 
households owned cattle, 
215 034 owned sheep and 
429 065 owned goats.

Globally, red meat 
consumption has trebled 
over the past four decades, 
and increased by about 20% 
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