
• they complete and submit 
the Section 6 ‘Document of 
Identification’ and Section 8 
‘Stock Removal Certificate’ 
with all transactions;
• all buyers of livestock refuse 
to take delivery of animals not 
marked or where the necessary 
documentation is not supplied; 
• all ‘Documents of 
Identification’ be kept on 
record for 12 months.

Numerous livestock owners 
have complied with the 
registration of identification 
marks. However, the collapse 
of the Telkom fixed-line system 
in many rural areas and the use 
of cellphones have resulted in 
many redundant phone numbers. 
This makes tracking down 
owners of recovered livestock 
by the SAPS more difficult. The 
same applies to identification 
numbers of livestock owners, 
which have changed.

Another problem arises with 
the current system of storing 
identification marks. When 
livestock owners die, retire 
or shut their operations, their 
registered identification marks 
are not deregistered. This 
enables criminals to abuse the 

system. The National Stock Theft 
Prevention Forum also urges 
current livestock owners, former 
livestock owners or their relatives, 
where applicable, to contact the 
Registrar of Animal Identification 
Marks and update their personal 
information and deregister 
identification marks if necessary.
• The Registrar can be contacted at  
012 319  6000 or sanetc@daff.gov.za.  
Visit www.gov.za/services/
animal-improvement/
register-animal-identification-mark.

ANIMAL HEALTH
The National Animal Health 
Forum (NAHF) recently 
stated that the department of 
agriculture and the SA Veterinary 
Association should work 
together to attain the goals of 
the department’s new veterinary 
strategy, which aims to preserve 
the health and welfare of 
animals in order to produce 
enough food for the country.

The NAHF added that 
rural vets needed to be more 
involved and it was important 
that the provincial AHFs 
were functioning well, as they 
would focus on the areas that 
required the most attention in 
implementing the strategy.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
Freeze branding 
is one method of 

applying livestock 
identification 

marks, which is a 
legal requirement.
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It’s important to comply with the law when it comes to livestock identification and ensure the 
authorities have your correct contact details, says the National Stock Theft Prevention Forum.

How to help stop stock theft
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The National Stock Theft 
Prevention Forum has 
urged all role players 

within the red meat industry to 
co-operate in the prevention of 
stock theft. Research shows that 
since the 2003 implementation 
of the Animal Identification 
Act (No. 6 of 2002), stock theft 
has decreased greatly. 

Despite this drop, stock 
theft stripped the economy of 
R819 million during 2014/2015, 
with theft of goats costing 
R65 million, sheep R143 million 
and cattle R610 million. The 
scourge continues to threaten the 
economic survival of commercial 
and emergent farmers.

In the current crime-reporting 
year, stock theft has increased by 
6,5% year-on-year, but research 
to determine the reasons for 
this has yet to be conducted. 

The prevalence of stock theft 
can be attributed in part to those 
in the red meat industry who fail 
to ensure that their livestock is 
identified by means of a tattoo or 
brand. Equally, livestock buyers 
such as farmers, stock-auctions, 
feedlots and abattoirs can become 
unknowing recipients of stolen 
livestock if they do not check that 
the livestock they buy complies 
with the provisions of the law. 

The Animal Identification Act 
makes provision for compulsory 
marking of livestock, while 
the Stock Theft Act (No. 57 of 
1959) controls movement of 
livestock. Since it seems as if 
a large section of the livestock 
trade still fails to comply with 
the provisions of these acts, the 
National Stock Theft Prevention 
Forum has requested that:
• all livestock owners register 
a unique brand mark in their 
name and apply it to all 
livestock in their possession 
as described in the Animal 
Identification Act; 
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