
The RMIF has been 
requested not to institute 
legal action while 
discussions are ongoing, 
but to date no positive 
progress has been made.

The drought conditions 
over the past two years 
have been instrumental in 
suppressing the outbreak 
of diseases caused by 
parasites, which could 
have decimated emerging 
and commercial farmers’ 
livestock herds alike. 
•	 Participation in the 
Agriculture Policy 
Action Plan (APAP) was 
vigorously debated at 
various RPO council 
meetings. It emerged 
that DAFF’s job creation 
objectives were unrealistic, 
the majority of outcomes 
were focused on the 
primary sector, there 
was a problem with the 
availability of funding 
from Treasury, no 
commitment had yet 
been received from the 
government departments 
involved, and the 
RPO’s application to 
establish a Red Meat 
Value Chain Roundtable 
had been approved. 
•	 It has been proposed 
that the RMIF support the 
RPO application until such 
time as broader red meat 
industry objectives are 
set. In the interim, RMIF 
should have observer status 

at the Red Meat Value 
Chain Roundtable. RPO 
will also submit project 
progress reports to APAP. 
•	 Various requests have 
been submitted to the 
red meat classification 
standards committee 
regarding the marking of 
meat in the retail sector to 
indicate country of origin, 
for example Namibia or 
South Africa. This has been 
supported by the RMIF. 
•	  A workshop was held 
for parties affected by the 
proposed new Fertiliser, 
Feeds and Stock Remedies 
Bill, such as those livestock 
sectors that self-mix 
feed for their animals. 
•	  The JSE is in the process 
of introducing a beef and 
breeder calf contract. 
Discussions have been held 
about the specifications 
and description of the 
products indicated 
on the contracts. The 
RMIF will remain part 
of these discussions. 
•	  DAFF has amended 
the Agricultural Products 
Standards Act of 1990 
(No. 119 of 1990) and 
has withdrawn PPECB’s 
assigneeship. As a result, 
DAFF is questioning the 
independence of SAMIC, 
the red meat industry’s 
quality assurance company. 
•	 Phone	the	RPO	on		
012	349	1102	or	email	
rpo@lantic.net.			▪FW

South Africa needs 
to jealously protect 
its foot-and-mouth 

disease-free (FMD) status 
which it regained in 
2014. The Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (DAFF), along 
with the livestock industry, 
should therefore adhere 
strictly to the requirements 
of the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (OIE) 
scientific committee. This 
was emphasised by RPO 
chairperson Dave Ford at 
the recent annual general 
meeting of the Red Meat 
Industry Forum (RMIF).

Ford said that the FMD 
outbreaks on Zimbabwe’s 
southern border with South 
Africa reported recently, 
were highly concerning 
and could place South 
Africa’s FMD-free status 
in jeopardy. The RMIF 
had requested that all 
industry associations and 
their members report any 
incidents of smuggling 
or any other cross-border 
incidents they became 
aware of to the authorities. 
In one such recent incident, 
there was an attempt to 
smuggle sable antelope 
across the border. 

The restoring of South 
Africa’s FMD-free 
status and the current 
favourable exchange rate 
had combined to create an 
opportunity of increasing 
red meat exports, said Ford. 

The US’s African Growth 

and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA) regulations for 
importing poultry, beef 
and some pork cuts were 
now awaiting approval 
from the department. This 
followed the retraction 
of bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy 
(BSE) exclusions.

Industry Issues
Other issues raised in 
the chairperson’s report 
were the following:
•	 The red meat industry 
will continue to request 
opportunities to discuss 
UN veterinary protocols 
with DAFF. However, if 
DAFF does not meet the 
OIE FMD requirements, 
or if the attempts to 
smuggle cloven-hoofed 
animals from countries 
that are not OIE FMD-free 
persist, any further export 
initiatives will be futile. 
•	 Problems with the 
supply of vaccines from 
Onderstepoort Biological 
Products (OBP) are 
ongoing. The OBP issue 
had been on the agenda 
at various RMIF meetings 
with many promises 
being made, but without 
positive results. Legal 
advice has been obtained 
which confirmed that, 
as sole supplier of 
the major vaccines, 
OBP was obliged 
to supply the 
livestock industry 
with vaccines. 
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RPO chairperson Dave Ford highlighted 
the achievements and difficulties facing 
the red meat industry at the Red Meat 
Industry Forum’s annual general meeting 
held in Gauteng late in 2015. 
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besides creating a range 
of blushed pears, taaibos’ 
innovative breeding 
initiative also included 
the development of a 
range of unique miniature 
pears (baby pears). 
although the initial 
reaction from industry 
was very pessimistic, he 
persisted with his ideal of 
distinctive baby pears. ℓ

early reactions from 
overseas supermarkets 
are overwhelming and 
some are already willing 
to explore tV adverts to 
indicate their support. 
taaibos started the 
breeding programme in 

1998 and he is currently 
working on breeding 
various blushed miniature 
pears. Five miniature 
pears, four green and 
one blushed, have 
been submitted for a 
plant breeders right 
application.according 
to taaibos small pears 
should weigh between 
40g and 50g, compared 
to regular pears which 
weigh 250g to 300g. 
“It’s definitely a niche 
market but I believe there 
is a place for the baby 
pears. It’s such a unique 
product and there has 
schools, airline caterers 

Mini pears
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