
markets. Products 
must also be protected 
from contamination 
or quality loss post-
harvest to ensure ready 
consumer acceptance. 
• Red meat consumption 
and production in South 
Africa – the economics
Approximately 70% of 
South Africa’s total land 
area of 1,2 million square 
kilometres is suitable only 
for livestock production. 
Animal production has 
contributed more than 
45% of the gross value of 
agricultural production 
over the past five years. 
The red meat component 
has increased from 30% of 
all livestock production to 
more than one-third during 
the corresponding period. 

As per capita income 
increases (as has happened 
since 1994), the emerging 
middle-class’s diet has 
changed to incorporate 
more animal protein, 
including poultry meat, 
eggs, red meat and dairy 
products. Of these product 
categories, red meat is the 
only one whose share of 
total livestock production 
has increased over the 

past five years. The sector 
could therefore play a vital 
role in alleviating poverty 
through generating 
income and providing 
a source of protein. 

The sector could also 
benefit from global 
exports as South Africa is 
known for its good quality 
meat products. Research 
support could assist in 
targeting or developing 
sustainable markets. 
• Predation management
An urgent and coordinated 
approach is needed to 
manage predation and 
reduce its impact on 
livestock industries. Unless 
substantially reduced, 
predation could have 
serious consequences 
for food security and 
unemployment in 
rural South Africa.
• Livestock theft 
prevention
Inadequate research 
on livestock theft in 
South Africa makes it 
difficult to determine 
the impact of losses on 
red meat producers. 
•	 Phone	the	RPO	on		
012	349	1102/349	1103	or	
email	rpo@lantic.net.		▪FW

Red Meat Research 
and Development SA 
(RMRD) endeavours 

to ensure that South 
Africa’s meat industries 
have the necessary 
technology and know-
how to deliver the best 
possible products to 
consumers in a profitable 
and sustainable manner.

 The red meat industry 
has long acknowledged 
the need for research and 
development, as well 
as technology transfer. 
As there are invariably 
limited funds to undertake 
research, mechanisms 
have been introduced 
through which industry 
members contribute 
financially to research 
and development 
projects of merit.

The aim is to develop 
world-class programmes 
to address the 
following aspects: 
• Sustainable natural 
resource utilisation 
Stock farming is carried 
out within the confines 
of a given ecosystem and 
vegetation resource that 
comes with a certain 
production potential as 
well as unique problems. 
• Livestock production for 
global competitiveness 
The production of food 
products and other 
livestock commodities 
is a major contributor to the 
South African agricultural 
economy. Identifying 
and using livestock with 
appropriate genotypes will 
have a great influence on 
the quality of products, 

which will in turn increase 
the country’s international 
competitiveness. 
Extensive research 
into various aspects 
of animal production 
will therefore ensure 
increased production 
efficiency, sustainability, 
and animal and 
environmental well-being. 
• Animal health 
and welfare
To farm efficiently and 
profitably, and produce 
safe, wholesome products, 
it is essential to ensure 
optimal animal health. 
Zoonoses are a potential 
threat to human health 
and appropriate measures 
are therefore required 
to prevent transmission 
to humans. As both 
domestic and international 

trade rely partly on the 
control, eradication or 
prevention of certain 
diseases such foot-and-
mouth disease, effective 
measures are needed to 
limit or eliminate their 
impact on the industry. 
• Animal products: quality 
and safety, nutritional 
value and preference
Livestock products face 
increasing competition 
in both the domestic and 
global marketplace. In 
addition to producing 
greater quantities of 
livestock commodities 
as cheaply as possible, 
value must be added 
to higher quality 
products to 
target the more 
sophisticated 
and export 
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Research and development, as well as technology 
transfer, are all essential elements to ensure the 
success of meat products on the global market. 

 technology and knoW-hoW Will  
 ensure quality meat products 

Research vital for meat quality

?? | farmer’sweekly  | 29 January 2016



?? January 2016 | farmer’sweekly  | ??


