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ABOVE: 
About 5% of the 

national beef herd 
of 13 million head 

could be lost as 
a result of the 

ongoing drought 
in large parts 

of the red meat 
production areas 

across South Africa. 
FW ARCHIVE

Neglecting the red meat 
industry in the face of 
the drought could have 
dire consequences for 
food security and jobs.

State aid vital for drought victims

• Phone the RPO on  
012 - 349 1102 / 1103 or 
email  rpo@lantic.net.

Livestock production in South 
Africa is fundamental to 
socio-economic development 

and is a significant contributor to 
food security, food sovereignty 
and income security. 

This was according to Dr Pieter 
Prinsloo, vice-chairperson 
of the National Red Meat 
Producers’ Organisation (RPO). 
Prinsloo recently represented 
the organisation in Parliament, 
where he urged government to 
implement interventions that 
would ensure income and socio-
economic security in the red 
meat industry, thus mitigating 
the impact of the drought.

In South Africa, 1,2 million 
households own livestock. A total 
of 60% of livestock is found in the 
commercial farming sector, while 
the remaining 40% is owned by 
emerging or subsistence farmers.

However, only 70% of 
agricultural land in SA can be 
utilised for livestock and game 
farming, despite livestock 
products contributing 27% 
of consumers’ food basket.

GROWTH PATH 
The livestock industry has 
aligned itself with the New 
Growth Path, the National 
Development Plan, the Industrial 
Policy Action Plan, and the 
Agricultural Policy Action Plan.

Through growth and 
development of the industry, 
producers aim to create 
employment opportunities, rural 
development, and food and 
income security. It is therefore 
critical that they keep nucleus 
herds in good condition through 
the coming winter. Current 
breeding season conception 
rates are also very important, as 

calving and lambing rates need 
to be increased to assist with 
rebuilding the national herd. 

Even with government support, 
it will still take two seasons for 
the industry to recover. If no 
financial support is forthcoming, 
it could take the commercial 
sector up to four seasons 
to recover, while emerging 
farmers may never recover.

It is currently estimated that 
5% of the country’s national beef 
herd of 13 million head will be 
lost as a result of the drought, 
with some farmers effectively 
losing their nucleus herds.

RISK ANALYSIS 
Agri SA has identified a 
number of potential risks for 
the agricultural sector if no 
urgent government assistance 
is received; these include food 
and income insecurity, and job 
losses. A drastic increase in 
red meat prices, erosion of the 
tax base, and socio-economic 
decline in rural areas also 
present very real challenges.

Some of the interventions 
proposed by RPO include 
subsidising feed and fodder, as 
well as favourable interest rates 
on loans for herd rebuilding. 

DROUGHT SURVEY 
RPO has commissioned the 
University of the Free State to 

carry out a survey to quantify the 
real impact of the drought on the 
red meat industry. Forty farmers, 
consisting of 30 commercial and 
10 emerging farmers, and five 
abattoir operators have been 
interviewed in each province and 
results will be released shortly. 

To date, government 
intervention has included 
donations of animal feed and the 
drilling of boreholes for water. 
In addition to the R305,3 million 
initially allocated to drought 
relief by the departments of 
agriculture and land reform, 
a further R66,4 million has 
been made available as part 
of the Land Care Programme 
for 2015/2016. A request for 
additional funds has also been 
made to the National Treasury. 

Government is also 
coordinating social, human and 
community development sector 
departments to provide drought 
response through expanded 
social relief and household food 
support programmes. However, 
reports indicate that the country’s 
infrastructure could struggle 
to cope with the volume of 
maize imports required if local 
crops are further affected.
• Phone RPO on 012 349 1102/1103 
or email rpo@lantic.net.
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