
statutory levy application. These 
dovetail with the proposals 
made at the Pretoria workshop.
The RMIF will, inter alia:
• Promote, safeguard and 
enforce the interest and rights 
of its members. This includes 
supporting or, if necessary, 
opposing any legislation or 
regulation affecting the red 
meat industry introduced by 
government, provincial or local 
government bodies, as well as 
international organisations;
• Promote consumer education 
about red meat, offal, red 
meat products and the image 
of the industry as a whole;
• Appoint trustees to the Meat 
Industry Trust and the Red Meat 
Research and Development Trust;
• Appoint directors to serve 
on any company that may be 
formed to provide services 
to the red meat industry;
• Nominate industry 
representatives on the planning 

committees of Red Meat 
Research and Development SA;
• Support and institute 
export initiatives in the 
red meat industry;
• Support and influence 
transformation initiatives in the 
emerging sector to the benefit 
of the entire value chain.

It was also agreed that the 
RMIF remain apolitical. 

It was suggested that the 
following general functions be 
included in the levy: liaison on 
behalf of the entire industry; 
compliance; transformation; and 
research and development.

New functions are animal 
health and welfare, bio-security, 
meat safety and regulatory 
control, as well as trade 
promotions (imports and exports).

Own affairs include consumer 
awareness, production 
development and sector-
specific priorities and liaison.

Consensus
These aspects and the issues 
raised by the workshop will be 
debated by the RMIF to finalise 
a possible levy application to be 
implemented in November 2018 
in order to make cost-effective 
interventions to realise the future 
strategy for the red meat industry.

It was encouraging to note that 
the workshop, the RPO Congress 
and Executive Council, and the 
RMIF agreed to a large extent on 
critical issues and interventions 
to be made in the industry. 

The challenge will be to make 
these strategic interventions by 
way of a statutory, cost-effective 
levy in order to grow the 
industry to nett export status.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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The Red Meat Producers’ Organisation and other key players agree that the industry must take 
ownership of its own future and provide its own funding itself accordingly.

The future of the red meat industry

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

Endorsed and supported by 
the minister of agriculture, 
more than 100 participants 

representing the entire red meat 
value chain met in Pretoria 
recently to discuss the future 
of the red meat industry. 

According to the group 
moderators to the national Red 
Meat Producers’ Organisation 
(RPO), there was overwhelming 
support for an improved 
funding model to enable red 
meat to become internationally 
competitive. A task team will 
identify the strategies, structures 
and action plans needed for the 
red meat industry to become a 
world-class player. These include:
• Fostering good relationships 
with government departments 
that influence the red 
meat value chain;
• Supporting national structures 
established to assist the red 
meat industry. These include 
the Agricultural Policy Action 
Plan, the Red Meat Value Chain 
Round Table, the National 
Development Plan and others;
• Cooperating with the Animal 
Health Forum, the National Stock 
Theft Prevention Forum, the 
Agricultural Trade Forum, the 
Predation Management Forum, 
and other national forums;
• Devoting serious and 
sustained effort to optimum 
profitability in the value chain 
based on free market principles 
with minimum interference;
• Gathering and distributing 
industry information;
• Remaining apolitical.

national rpo Congress
At the most recent congress of 
the national RPO it was resolved 
that a number of functions 
would be undertaken by the 
Red Meat Industry Forum 
(RMIF) with the help of the 
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