
including red meat producers, to 
help formulate the new policy. 
Using data from research funded 
by Red Meat Research and 
Development SA, the industry 
will be able to argue that carbon 
sequestration and cultivated 
pastures be taken into account 
when the carbon footprint for 
red meat production is debated. 

It is predicted that Africa, 
and especially its agriculture 
sector, will bear the brunt 
of climate change. 

Despite this, agriculture’s 
primary responsibility is, and 
will be, to feed the populace, 
even as climatic conditions 
worsen. However, as it shares 
the blame for greenhouse 
gas emissions, agriculture 
has an obligation to limit its 
emissions and accepts the 
responsibility to do so. 
The sector is unique, however, in 

that its contributions could limit 
emissions and increase carbon 
storage and sequestration. 

While there is little room in the 
sector overall to limit emissions, 
the very many effects of 
sequestration and storage should 
be exploited to their full potential. 

The agri sector proposes a 
carbon incentive/offset scheme 
to support the implementation of 
carbon sequestration and storage 
programmes on a large scale.

Agri SA recommends using 
sustainable land management 
practices to sequester carbon, 
while such practices should 
receive priority in conservation 
awareness (CA) programmes. 

Conservation awareness 
Agri sector stakeholders 
can help teach conservation 
agriculture awareness by: 
• Creating farmer innovation 
platforms, for sharing, learning, 
and implementing CA practices.
• Facilitating research 
where researchers, extension 
officers, farmers, and agri-
business, among other, 
share responsibilities. 
• Educating and involving 
extension officers with 
regard to research.
• Improving general awareness 
and understanding of the effects 
and sustainability of farming 
systems through social media, 
publications, conferences and 
farmers’ days, among others.
• Using rural structures, 
such as communal systems, 
as platforms to improve local 
crop production systems. 
• Introducing appropriate 
processes, tailored to different 
farmers, to spread CA while 
considering carbon offset models.
• Phone the RPO on 
012 349 1102/1103, or 
email rpo@lantic.net.

promotional article

ABOVE: 
A heartwater 
vaccine will 

significiantly 
reduce the risks 
associated with 

farming cattle, 
and likely improve 

margins. 
conullam

The Red Meat Producers’ Organisation is reacting speedily to the developing heartwater crisis, 
and is working closely with the Department of Environmental Affairs to limit carbon emissions. 

Vaccine for heartwater on track

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

A committee comprised 
of representatives of 
national agricultural 

organisations has been appointed 
to speed up the development of 
a vaccine against heartwater. 

Representatives of the Red 
Meat Producers’ Organisation 
(RPO), the Animal Health Forum, 
the Wool Growers’ Association, 
Onderstepoort Biological 
Products, and the Agricultural 
Research Council will appoint 
a service provider to research 
the spread of heartwater and 
the prospective economic effects 
of introducing a vaccine. 

The disease had formerly 
been confined to the Eastern 
Cape, but now KwaZulu-Natal, 
North West and Mpumalanga 
have all been declared disaster 
areas, with serious outbreaks.

Heartwater, an infectious, 
non-contagious disease in 
ruminants, prevents successful 
sheep and cattle production, so 
the outbreaks across the country 
are definitely cause for concern. 

The current widespread 
outbreak seems to be due to 
livestock in these areas not 
having genetic immunity 
to the disease, as it has not 
previously occurred here.
Genetic resistance against 
heartwater does occur in 
herds in areas where the 
disease is endemic.

red Meat’s Carbon 
Footprint 
The Department of 
Environmental Affairs and the 
Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries have 
published their recommendations 
for a carbon tax and offset system 
for the agriculture sector in South 
Africa. Workshops will be held 
across the country to consult 
stakeholders in agriculture, 
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