
difficult. South Africa had 
nonetheless made good progress 
in gaining access to international 
markets. The most recent success 
was the signing in February of a 
protocol to export South African 
beef to China, Zokwana said.

The department was also 
devising innovative ways 
of increasing private sector 
participation in these market 
access initiatives, he added.

Zokwana said he had recently 
approved a notice, which 
would soon be published 
in the Government Gazette, 
dealing with an independent 
meat inspection service for 
abattoirs across the country. The 
lack of such an independent 
system had affected the 
credibility of SA meat quality.

The control and management 
of pest and disease outbreaks 
across the country had also 
required an integrated national, 
regional and international 
approach, Zokwana said. The 
South African Development 
Community (SADC) member 
states had agreed to institute 
joint early warning and rapid 
response programmes to 
prevent transboundary disease 
outbreaks. This would optimise 
resources for surveillance, 
detection, suppression and 
eradication within the region.

In addition, the investment 
in Onderstepoort Biological 
Products was bearing fruit, 
with vaccines for lumpy skin 
disease in high demand. 
Substantial quantities of 

vaccines were also being 
purchased by EU companies. 

The outlook for the local 
agricultural sector was positive 
despite concerns about the 
overall economic outlook, 
Zokwana concluded.

deployment of new 
vets in western cape
The Western Cape Department 
of Agriculture has released a 
comprehensive annual report 
on the Compulsory Community 
Service (CCS) programme 
introduced in 2016. This 
initiative is a commendable 
example of how veterinary 
students can be utilised, and 
the RPO would like to see the 
other provinces follow suit.

Nineteen CCS vets from 
DAFF were seconded to the 
Western Cape to complete their 
CCS year in 2016. The vets 
were employed as follows: 
• Six were deployed to the 
Veterinary Public Health sub-
programme, five were sent to 
abattoirs certified for exports 
in the province, and one was 
stationed at the central office. 
• Three worked in the Animal 
Health sub-programme.
• Two were deployed to Beaufort 
West, where they mainly 
performed primary animal health 
care, and one was employed at 
the Boland state veterinary office. 
• Two assisted with export 
certification in the export 
control sub-programme, CCS 
data management, and audits 
for export approval of food 
manufacturing establishments. 
• One was stationed at the 
Stellenbosch Provincial 
Veterinary Laboratory 
and primarily performed 
post-mortems. 
• Phone the RPO on 012 349 1102/ 
1103, or email rpo@lantic.net.
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The minister of agriculture, Senzeni 
Zokwana, struck an optimistic note 
in his recent budget vote, despite the 
negative outlook for the SA economy.
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Positive outlook for SA agriculture
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In his recent budget vote 
address in Parliament, in 
which he tabled a R6,8 billion 

budget, Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, Senzeni 
Zokwana, said agriculture was 
one of the sectors that could 
be a catalyst for radical socio-
economic transformation.

The forecast for growth in 
the country’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) had been revised 
marginally downwards from 1,2% 
to 1,1%, but remained unchanged 
at 1,6% for 2018, he said.

Following South Africa’s 
sovereign credit rating 
downgrade by international 
credit rating agencies, short-
term economic growth 
expectations would remain 
under pressure. Although 
this might affect demand for 
agricultural commodities, the 
higher anticipated maize harvest 
as a result of good rainfall in 
the summer rainfall regions 
would improve the economic 
outlook, according to Zokwana.
Further positive signs were also 
emerging, with the number 
of people employed in the 
agricultural sector having 
increased 6,9% to 919 000 in the 
fourth quarter of 2016, from 
860 000 in the corresponding 
period in 2015, he said.

Of the total Department 
of Agriculture Forestry and 
Fisheries (DAFF) budget, 
R243 million would be invested 
in the red meat industry. Overall, 
the department would drive 489 
projects, which were expected 
to create an estimated 15 000 
jobs across all sectors, during 
the current financial year.

The potential spread of pests 
and diseases across borders 
made negotiations on market 
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