
about 80% of the total number 
of cattle in the country; the 
remainder were dairy cattle. 

The total number of sheep 
in South Africa at the end 
of August last year was 
estimated at 23,7 million, with 
the largest numbers in the 
Eastern Cape (29%), Northern 
Cape (25%), Free State (20%) 
and Western Cape (12%). 

The total number of goats 
was estimated at 5,9 million.

Sorely needed
South Africa requires a functional 
national livestock identification 
and traceability system for 
the following reasons:
• It is highly vulnerable to the 
outbreak of trans-boundary 
and high-impact diseases.
• The diseases that are already 
prevalent in South Africa, and 
the country’s vulnerability to 
major diseases such as as foot-
and-mouth disease, present major 
difficulties for both domestic 

trade and exports and costs 
billions of rands in lost income.
• A LITS will help to combat 
animal theft and the illegal 
importation of livestock. 
• The management and 
identification of animals in both 
the communal and commercial 
sector is a challenge.
• The inability to differentiate 
between different management 
practices, such as growth 
promoters, Karoo lamb, grass-fed 
and grain-fed, is problematic.
• Disaster management, such 
as drought, floods and disease 
outbreaks, plays a role.

InternatIonal 
guIdelIneS
The policy proposal for a LITS 
in South Africa is based on the 
standards of the International 
Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE). Many importing 
countries now regard traceability 
systems based on OIE guidelines 
as part of their minimum 
sanitary requirements.
• Contact the RPO at 
012 349 1102/1103 or rpo@lantic.net.
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ABOVE: 
The first moves 

are now afoot 
to develop an 

internationally 
recognised 

livestock 
traceability system 

in South Africa. 
This would put the 

country on a par 
with other major 

importers, and 
prove a boon to 

South Africa’s red 
meat exporters.
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The SA government has proposed launching a public-private committee to develop a national 
livestock identification and traceability system. This will greatly benefit all red meat producers.

Livestock ID & traceability system

This page is sponsored  
by the red meat industry

The Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries (DAFF) has 

published a draft document 
on a livestock identification 
and traceability system 
(LITS) for South Africa. 

The document makes provision 
for the establishment of a LITS 
committee to develop the system, 
consult with stakeholders, and 
implement and administer the 
system once established. It will 
consist of five representatives 
of DAFF and five from the 
livestock industry. In addition 
to presenting the industry 
and trading partners with a 
credible system for livestock 
identification and traceability, 
the committee will endeavour 
to carry out the following:
• Establish a public/
private partnership between 
government and industry.
• Provide information to 
producers, service providers and 
policymakers to enable them 
to make informed decisions. 
• Implement suitable plans 
for animal and public health 
and disease control; food 
safety and quality; genetic 
improvement and productivity; 
disaster management; and 
stock theft mitigation. 
• Strengthen existing markets 
and open new markets.

The red meat industry is 
one of the most important in 
South Africa’s agricultural 
sector; it contributed about 
17,1% to the gross value of 
agricultural production in the 
country during 2015/2016.

At the end of August last year, 
the total number of cattle in 
South Africa was estimated at 
13,6 million; these comprised 
various international dairy and 
beef cattle breeds as well 
as indigenous breeds such 
as the Afrikaner and the 
Nguni. Beef cattle made up 
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