
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE (FMD) SITUATION 
(for immediate release) 

 

The FMD outbreak comes at a time when the industry is suffering from a country-

wide drought.  Feed and maize prices have escalated and the consumer’s 
purchasing power is under pressure.  This is in the midst of a herd rebuilding phase 

after the 2016 drought. All these factors put the producers’ cash flow and financial 

survival under pressure. All these factors represent a challenge to the mission of the 

RPO which is based on the facilitation of a competitive and sustainable red meat 

environment for the producer. 
    

In the previous year (January to December 2018) a total of 29 180 tonne beef has 

been exported, which represents 4,02% of local production. The market value of 

these exports amount to R1 790 918 024-73. During the same period 701.2 tonne 

sheep meat has been exported at a value of R43 164 652-36, representing 0.69% of 

the local production. 16 474 815 sheep skins to the value of R594 182 260-36 and 

8 552 648 kg of hides to the value of R102 445 668, were exported.  

    

All indications point to the fact that the most of South Africa’s trade partners are not 

going to accept meat imports from the country. Accordingly, we must accept that the 
estimated 4.02% beef and 0.69% sheep meat ear-marked for exports will be taken 

up in the local market. This may result in consumer prices moving sideways and 

even downwards. This scenario will obviously be catastrophic for producers who are 

already under financial pressure. 
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The RPO trusts that exports of hides and skins will soon resume by means of 

bilateral talks with our trading partners. Red meat exports and exports of genetic 

material are however more affected by the loss of our FMD free zone status. 
Therefore, everything possible must be done to retrieve South Africa’s FMD free 

zone status. The national RPO is optimistic about the cooperation between the 

national and provincial departments of agriculture with the industry organisations like 

the national Animal Health Forum, of which the RPO forms part. 

    
The RPO supports the four working groups established to manage the process, 

namely :- 

 

 Managing Committee. 

 Technical task team. 

 Trade task team. 

 Communication task team. 

 

An information day, with the foot and mouth disease (FMD) situation as subject, will 

be presented on 23 January 2019 under the auspices of the provincial Limpopo 

Animal Health Forum. 

 

The aim of the information day is to inform producers and interested parties as 
comprehensively as possible on the current situation, the planned mechanisms to 

handle the situation and the responsibilities of role players within the value chain. 

The final aim is to restore South Africa’s export status. 

    

Any relevant party, but especially those farmers and producers who are in any way 

affected by the proclaimed measures to manage the FMD situation outside of the 

controlled area, are welcome to attend the day. A panel of specialists will also 

answer questions from the audience.  
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It must be kept in mind that the loss of South Africa’s FMD free zone status was 

caused by only two animals which has tested positively for the disease outside the 

free zone. The animals have been found just outside the controlled area in the 
northern part of Limpopo. These two animals have effectively ended South Africa’s 

FMD free zone status and there is no indication of the disease occurring in any other 

part of the country. 

    

The control of FMD is critical between countries which are producers of livestock. 
FMD is an exclusively animal disease and it has no impact on human health. 

    

If the process of containing the disease is successful, South Africa may be able to 

retrieve its FMD free zone status within a year. A prerequisite for success is the 

urgent and speedy implementation of the country’s traceability system. 
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